EARLY DAYS

The activities and career of Sir William Congreve the First Baronet, has often been confused with that of his son, who bore the same name, but popularly known for his experiments with rockets. To add further confusion, both men succeeded to the title as Comptroller of the Royal Laboratory and Super​intendent of Military Machines, at Woolwich.

The principal difference however, was that Congreve Senior, with a military career all his life, rose to the rank of Lieut​General, R.A., having served abroad in several campaigns ;

whereas the son, although given a military title was never to all intents in the regular army.

Tradition has it that the Congreve family can be traced back to Saxon times, but the descent is obscure. However among known descendants was William Congreve (1670‑1729) a Restoration dramatist who many have regarded since, as 'our greatest comic playright'. Cousin to the playright was Col.William Congreve of Highgate, and it is with this branch of the family that we are concerned.

In 1739, Thomas Congreve (1714‑77) a son of Colonel William Congreve of Highgate, was commissioned as a Cornet in Brig​General Legionier's Regiment of Horse, but within a few months resigned on 'grounds of ill health'.

This decision to leave the army may have been prompted by his marriage on 6.May 1740 to Anne Catherine Handasyde*. The marriage was by all accounts considered 'unsuitable' by both families, but this statement may have been made because 'he resigned from the army without seeking an alternative income'.

Whatever the reason for his shortlived military career, the newly married couple obtained a house and farmland near Walton,

* At St.Stephen & St.Benet Church,London.

Staffordshire, where Thomas apparently settled ‑ at least for a few years, as a 'gentleman farmer'.

Meanwhile the War of Austrian Succession was causing concern and on the insistence of Georgell, the government reluctantly assembled a large army to defend the Austrian Netherlands.

Mindful of having committed an army overseas, they were also anxious to ensure the defence of the homeland. Consequently a number of privately paid Company's of Foot and Horse were raised, including one at Stafford. Thomas indicated he would be prepared to volunteer, and in March 1745 was appointed a Captain in Lord Gower's Regiment.

A few months later and aware of the situation, Prince Charles Edward, the 'Young Pretender' led the last and most serious Jacobite rebellion. Having landed in Scotland and raised a sympathetic army, he crossed the border and advanced south, hoping for increasing support. But the success of Walpole's economic policy in creating political stability ensured the hopelessness of the Jacobite cause. Less than a year later the rising was at an end. Continental calm was also restored and the various Volunteer Companies stood down.

Despite an inheritance which came their way in 1747,following the death of Thomas' father, Colonel William Congreve, Thomas and Anne now with a family of small children, began to feel the daunting prospects of financial difficulties. These seem to have arisen from Thomas' apparent inability to manage the farm, coupled with his occasional indulgence in shaky 'quick​rich' lotteries.

In 1751 the family home at Highgate became vacant. They took residence and established an official lottery business. It would seem however the venture was not a success.

Seven years later with debts mounting, Thomas departed to the

'hills of Wales to breed dogs' leaving his wife and children to live on the charitable assistance provided by a benevolent Colonel William Congreve of Shrewsbury.

It was into this early uncertain atmosphere at Walton, Stafford ‑shire, that Thomas and Anne's first son William had been born on June 23rd 1743 and baptised three days later at Berswich (Baswich) Church.

He was an energetic child, full of strength and enthusiasm and keen to learn. During his growing‑up years, the family finances were always a little unsure, and the addition of brothers and sisters in almost regular cycles had not eased the situation.

It was however through the generosity of Colonel Congreve that young William was admitted to Charterhouse School, London in September 1753 following 'the nomination of Lord Gower to the room of John Loftie'. No record exists of his schooldays but as the standard set by Charterhouse School is well known one can only presume he was a capable student.

Almost two years from the date of his entry, and with strong encouragement by his benefactor, and very little from his father, young William applied to the Master Gunner to become a cadet at the new Artillery Academy at Woolwich.

Before the formation of the Regiment of Artillery in the early eighteenth century, gunners belonged directly to the Office of the Ordnance. They were usually quartered at the Tower of London or other forts and castles around the country. Here under their respective Master Gunners they carried out the usual allotted duties.

Consequently the training of gunners was very nebulous in character. When a crisis did arise which made it necessary to place an army in the field, a Royal Warrant authorising a Train of Artillery was 

issued. The Train was then formed by drafting in Master Gunners and men from various garrisons, whilst at the same time mobilizing the cannons, mortars and stores etc. required.

Experience often proved however that there were usually insuff​icient trained personnel available to form the necessary est​ablishment. Likewise when the Train of Artillery had served its purpose for which it had been formed, it was disbanded and redistributed. The men engaged either returned to their previous duties, or if wounded, discharged with some form of meagre financial compensation.

This system, to provide an efficient Artillery Train was at its best expensive, or worst, failed in its objective. Such was the case in 1715 when attempting to raise a Train for a Scottish rebel rising. Something obviously had to be done. As a result the Regiment of Artillery* was established the following year at Woolwich.

By subsequent good organisation and training of officers and gunners, the Regiment ensured that the cannons, guns and mortars went into their battle positions early and continued firing until ordered to cease.

In those days the normal method of obtaining a commission in the Army ‑ cavalry or infantry, was by purchase. But the infant Regiment of Artillery broke tradition, and early comm​issions were obtained from the ranks; i.e. trained gunners

were promoted to Chief Bombadiers or Chief Petardiers before graduating as commissioned officers.

This procedure was acceptable to some degree, but not entirely. Within a year or so a new method of providing future artillery officers was instituted. This was carried out by increasing

* Became Royal Artillery in 1722

the complement of each Company to include Gentlemen‑Cadets.

The Royal (Regiment) Artillery was hidebound in some ways, but its separate existence spared it the inefficient snobbery of aristocratic leadership and the absurd system of promotion by purchase.

In 1720 an attempt was made by Brig. General Michael Richards to place the cadets education on a much firmer footing, but the arrangements at Tower Place, Woolwich never proved entirely satisfactory. Two decades later however the establishment of a cadet school* under a Royal Warrant provided the impetus of properly training an Officer Corps for the Royal Artillery. The school for cadets at Woolwich Warren(Arsenal) to instruct inexperienced persons in the several parts of gunnery, fortification and mathematics necessary to qualify them for service in the Artillery and the business of Engineers, was considered

such a successful scheme that in 1752,new barracks were con​structed facing the Regimental parade ground in the lower part of the Warren near the Plumstead Road.

It was to these new barracks at Woolwich that the young 'appr​enticed' cadet William Congreve, having been accepted, presented himself on 1st March 1755.

Although he may have been used to the 'rough and tumble' at Charterhouse School one must wonder what the new recruit thought of his new surroundings. With an intake complement of forty‑eight ‑ known officially as a Company of Gentlemen ​Cadets ‑ the classrooms appeared adequate, but dormitory cond​itions by today's standards, totally unhygienic.

Up to eight cadets shared a small room ‑ two boys to a bed.

There were no recreational facilities and no attempt made to interest the boys when off‑duty.  No wonder boredom and idle​ness

* Became the Royal Academy in 1764.

soon sowed seeds of libertinism and loose conduct.

There was also of course, the added danger to impressionable young men Woolwich's low class taverns and the morals of many of its town folk. Against this stood the fairly strict Standing Orders, laid down by Colonel Bamford, the Cadet Commandant. Generally however these Orders only referred to their dress and behaviour in class.

Apart from the standard curriculum of reading(classics),writing mathematics, French and drawing, the cadets were instructed in two sets of 'Directions'. Five sections of Theory ‑ geometry & algebra, mechanics, fortifications, surveying & levelling, gun​nery & artillery materials, and fifteen sections of Practice ‑ ranging from practical gunnery, bridge building to magazine techniques and artillery works.

Despite the fact the curriculum was extensive and fairly well organised the teaching and training at that time was mediocre and not improved by all accounts by the often unruly behaviour of some cadets.

Nevertheless judging by later achievement, it can only be assumed that young Congreve gained a fair amount of useful knowledge in his nineteen months sehooling.

Having completed the course the cadet stood a good chance of a commission in the Regiment of Artillery, if, and when a vacancy occurred. But vacancies were rare and many cadets would either join a Line Regiment or enter the service of the East India Company.

Before 1757,the Royal Regiment of Artillery comprised eighteen companies with a total of 140 officers. Promotion therefore to the younger man was very disheartening. Fortunately in August 1757 the Regiment divided into two Battalions of twelve companies each, thereby easing the way for some promotion.

Further promotion was enhanced in 1760 when a Third Battalion was created, each of ten companies.

On February 4th 1757, the thirteen & half year old William Congreve who had passed through the course with 'keenness rather than distinction' was appointed a Lieutenant‑Fireworker. He was posted to Lord Charles Hayes Regiment at Amersham Camp, Bucks, to serve as one of the youngest officers in charge of the guns.

   BAPTISM OF FIRE

Prior to William Congreve's arrival at Amersham Camp, he was provided through the generosity of his patron Colonel Congreve of Shrewsbury, with his officers uniform and gold‑hilted sword.

The uniform comprised a plain blue coat, scarlet lined with large scarlet Argyle styled cuffs, double breasted with yellow buttons to the bottom of the skirts; a scarlet waistcoat and gold braided red breeches. To complete the ensemble, a gold braided triangular Ramilies cocked hat and black knee‑length boots, which on grand occasions were covered with black or white canvas spatterdashes. Over the left shoulder was draped a long and very broad crimson silk sash, knotted at the waist.

He was also issued with a fusil and cartouche box, compliments of the Regiment.

During Congreve's months at Woolwich, the British Government under the aged and inefficient Lord Newcastle had been drawn into a new conflict. It resulted from a shaky peace made in 1748; involved commercial and imperial rivalry and the reversal of a long standing alliance in which Great Britain, France, Austria and Prussia had fought the Austrian Succession Wars.

For some time the rivalry was nothing more than an occasional Anglo‑French skirmish, but in May 1756 the French and captured Minorca. It was one of the small Mediterranean islands with its strategically important harbour of Port Mahon ceded to Britain under the 1713 Treaty of Utrecht.

The British government declared war and in retaliation attacked several places along the French coast, but with limited success. Consequently until the French defeat at the battle of Minden in August 1759,the Anglo‑French struggle was primarily fought in the colonies of North America, the West Indies and to some lesser extent in India.

In the American north, the French held all Canada from the Atlantic seaboard along the St.Lawrence river as far as the Great Lakes, and in the south, the territory on the lower Mississippi, known as Louisiana ; whilst the British were in possession of all the coastal lands from the St.Lawrence est​uary to Florida and as far inland as the foothills of the Appalachian Mountain.

In the late summer of 1756, a considerable force of British regular troops arrived at Albany on the Hudson river in an attempt to re‑establish former rights, by attacking the French held outposts in Canada. But the French troops assisted by Indian tribes fought a guerrilla style of action, and the British time and again suffered severe losses. The campaigns thus closed in general gloom and defeat, with the French star in ascendance everywhere.

At home meanwhile, a change had been made in the Premiership. Newcastle had resigned and the direction of the war had been taken over by the brilliant and energetic William Pitt ‑ 'The Great Commoner'.

With the naval and military resources at his disposal he had at the one and same time to ensure the safety of the home country, to defend the Electorate of Hanover against French invasion and to restore the situation in America. It was to the latter he decided to devote the maximum force available, i.e. against the French in Canada.

For the forthcoming campaign, a threefold advance was to be made. 14,000 men under Major‑General Amherst were to make a seaborne assault and capture Louisburg (Louisbourg) on Cape Breton Island and subsequently advance up the St.Lawrence river against Quebec. About the same time 15,000 men under Lord Abercromby were to strike

 northwards from Albany towards Quebec and Montreal, whilst a third force of 6,000 men under General Forbes had as its objective, Fort Duquesne.*

The St. Lawrence river rising in the west, flows east through the Great Lakes and the Gulf of St. Lawrence out into the vast

Atlantic Ocean, round both sides of Newfoundland; Cape Breton Island being on the south and the Labrador coast on the north. From Louisburg on Cape Breton Island to Quebec is more than 500 miles, and to Montreal a further 160 miles. In winter the upper river is entirely frozen over and the lower river almost completely so. Therefore any attempt to 'oust' the French could only be made in the spring or summer months.

In mid‑December 1757,the young William Congreve was given leave to visit his parents before mustering at Woolwich. He had been ordered to report as one of the Lt.Fireworkers of a newly formed company under Captain P.Webdell ‑ 1st Battalion Royal Artillery.

Whilst at Amersham he had become fully acquainted with the duties of a young officer in the British Army,as well as familiarizing himself in gun practice with the two 6pdrs under his command. Consequently one can appreciate the excitement as the young officer resplendently dressed, informed his younger sisters of the impending campaign. No doubt he described how it would be fought,whilst his admiring mother could only hope and pray that 'her eldest' would come to no harm.

It was probably on this leave that he learnt that his father intended to 'breed dogs'. In that respect we know very little more about Thomas Congreve other than he died in April 1777 in rather abject circumstances and was buried in the family grave at Highgate.

* Renamed Pittsburg after its capture.

Before embarking from Cork, Ireland (the final port of call to collect horses) Congreve received a letter from his father. ..'have sent you a few things including a box of oranges and lemons; the liquor should be contained in separate bottles with a little sugar and brandy, as a medicine from scurvy and other diseases'...'be extra cautious about your money' ..'and your cousin Ralph has recommended you to Lt .Col. Morris of Forbes Regiment'..... 

About the same time Mrs Congreve received a letter from her uncle ,General Handasyde.. 'Madam. .Lt. Congreve is recommended to General Amherst going to America, by Col .Colyton of the Guards. Lt. Garth who goes as Engineer has promised to provide all the service in his power to your son'... As all the senior officers of Captain Webdell's company were already in America, the remainder, including Congreve were sent overseas under Acting‑Captain Charleton. Two companies of the Royal Regt. Artillery sailed with a large force of Foot Guards, and a number of women followers, on l9th February 1758. They eventually reached Halifax, Nova Scotia after a ten week cold and stormy voyage. 

On arrival two military orders were issued. They were intended to incite the troops to indignation against their coming enemy, whilst at the same time instilling the strongest discipline. 'Indians spurred on by our inveterate enemy ,the French, are brutes and cowards, who are known to exercise their cruelties upon the sex, and to skalp and mangle poor sick soldiers and defenceless women'.... As the air of Cape Breton is moist and foggy, there must be particular attention paid to firearms. They must be kept dry and always fit for use'...

A month after their arrival in Halifax, Capt.Webdell's Company

(now complete) with a large convoy of Artillery and Infantry units (totalling 168 vessels) under Maj. Gen. Amherst arrived without incident off Cape Breton Island for the attack on Louisburg. The massive fortress had cost France the equivalent of 2m. guineas to construct, and was considered impregnable.

Its function was to guard the watergate into Canada provided by the mighty St.Lawrence river, and to serve as the main base for the French North Atlantic fleet.

Apart from its strategic position, there is little to be said on its behalf. The regional climate was foul ‑ a hideous mix of cold high winds and fog, added to which, the coastline was

littered with dangerous and jutting rocks ; the interior was rough and in many places swampy. As for the town itself, it principally served as the base for the cod fishing industry.

According to one observer....' the residential area consists of narrow stinking streets without a tolerable house on it'...

The massive fort and barracks on the south side of an extensive harbour had been erected in 1715, captured by the Americans in 1745,but returned to France at the Treaty of Aix la Chapelle and then considerably re‑strengthened. All told the town of Louisburg had a circumference of about two miles, inhabited by over 4000 civilians and approximately 3000 French troops under a determined and patriotic administrator, Chevalier de

Drucour. Another 6000 French troops with their respective armoury controlled the remainder of the Island.

Once the British convoy was in position off the Island, several attempts were made for a landing, but the incessant fog and choppy seas caused extreme difficulties and anxious delays. Consequently the French garrison were given several days to consider the ominous armada off‑shore, and made extra prepara​tions for their defence.

On June 8th after several abortive attempts, assault troops under the command of Brigadier James Wolfe eventually broke the French resistance. Fortunately the strong current had carried the flotilla further than intended to a sandy cove where they were able to scramble ashore. The arrival of several more boatloads of troops and equipment, rapidly expanded and consolidated the bridgehead.

Within a few days the main camp had been sited, and Brigadier Wolfe received his new orders. Over 1,200 troops which included a detachment of engineers under Captain Starkey were instructed to attack the French batteries at the harbour entrance, whilst a second force with heavy artillery went by sea to land at  Lorembec.

Among Captain Starkey's detachment were officers, including Congreve, from Captain Webdell's company. On approaching the northern part of the harbour entrance, they were ordered to go forward and survey the firmness of the ground for deploying seige guns and mortars.

On June l9th the troops took up their positions, and by the following morning after a night of intense activity and hard work, two artillery batteries with their twelve and twenty​four pounder cannons were ready to fire.

Despite two of the heaviest seige cannons getting stuck in the mud and thus unable to participate, and Brigadier Wolfe's criticism of the low parapets surrounding the artillery

emplacements, orders were given for five days and nights of continual bombardment.

After this fearful pounding, the Louisburg outposts were decidely put out of action. The way through the harbour was in theory 'open' although the French had deliberately scuttled ships at the entrance to impede progress.

Back at the base camp, more seige guns and stores had been landed, despite several men having been stricken with smallpox. The Infantry having secured new forward positions towards Louisburg, were employed in constructing a  firm  brushwood road across the swampy waste.

Whilst the road building progressed, the Artillery detachments having mopped‑up the harbour area, began hauling their heavy guns to new positions nearer the town.

By mid‑July near 150 cannons and mortars virtually surrounded Louisburg, and Major General Amherst reminded the officers to concentrate their fire onto military installations and avoid, if possible, civilian houses and property. In the late afternoon of the 16th the bombardment began and lasted ten days The effect of this fire concentration was devastating, and on the 27th.July the French Governor was left with little option but to surrender. An enormous quantity of warlike stores came into the hands of the victors, including a number of French warships. Over 5,600 prisoners were subsequently sent to camps in England, and the captured French colours paraded through the main streets of London before being deposited in St.Paul's Cathedral.

Lt.Congreve, having been actively engaged in bombarding the harbour forts before moving towards the town, wrote later to his mother, describing with great enthusiasm the outcome of the seige and the raising of the British flag on Louisburg walls. In a later letter he wrote, 'the Town is a miserable place...the dead lay about the streets,and those that are buried, there feet are above ground, that there is a dreadful stench'....

Once Louisburg had fallen the intention was for part of the force to sail up the St.Lawrence, link up with Lord Abercromby'

and the joint units to attack Quebec. However, the severe losses suffered by Abercromby's army at Ticonderoga ruled this out. Instead, General Amherst ordered all remaining French and German settlers to evacuate Cape Breton Island, and the main elements of the British army to retire to Boston for the winter.

Captain Webdell's artillery company with four Line Regiments were ordered to remain at Louisburg, where there was much to be done. The siege guns were dragged from their emplacements and the mass of ammunition and artillery stores from the base camp brought into the fortress.

Because of a possible French counter‑attack, large working parties were employed in restoring breeches in the walls, repairing the barracks and fortifying the harbour. Meantime the mail from England arrived.

Highgate 7 December 1758..'My dearest Billie...I saw two officers from Louisburg ‑ Captain Handish and Lt.Stuart, who gave a good character of you. Colonel Michelson wrote to congratulate me on your safety and good behaviour and speaks of you with high regard.

I have three letters from you ‑ one from Halifax and two from Louisburg. Your father departed from Highgate to Wales on the 7th May and I haven't heard since.

His friends are angry ‑ what will happen to his lottery business, God knows!..I dread him being struck off the list. Your sisters have all grown ‑ Charlotte and Kitty have learnt French in order to converse with you. God take good care of you, my son'..Mama.

Wales 8th October 1758 ..'Dear William..Received your two letters before Louisburg 29/30 July. Surprised

you have not received my letters, having written every second Saturday of the month. I heard from Captain Howard of your good behaviour and conduct at the seige and that you are to be quartered at Louisburg this winter...Glad you have good stock of money and received the five guineas sent by your cousin,Dick'......
Father.

In January 1759, the death of a Second Lt. in Captain Starkey's

company brought a sideways transfer of another from Captain

Webdell's. This enabled the young William Congreve to be pro‑

moted to the rank of Second Lt. with the commendation.. 'having

served with distinction in the battle for Louisburg.'

He also received his first medal ‑ struck for the Battle of

Louisburg.

A few weeks later, Brigadier‑General Wolfe and the Royal Navy

under Vice‑Admiral Sir Charles Saunders were entrusted with

the task of capturing Quebec. The troops ascent of the Heights

of Abraham and the defeat of the French royal army is recorded

in  historical  perpetuity, although  Wolfe  lost  his  life  on

that memorable day.

It  is interesting to note that only two light  guns  could

be dragged up the Heights to take part in the battle. A problem

to which the versatile minded Congreve gave considerable

thought in later years.

Notwithstanding the success in capturing Quebec, the British

force was not strong enough to prevent the main part of the

French  army  escaping  to Montreal.  On the other hand under

considerable privation and loss of life they did succeed in

warding off several French attacks throughout the year.

During  the  Quebec  campaign,  Congreve  remained  at  Louisburg

unaware that General Handasyde had written to General Amherst..

..'I have a relation in your Train of Artillery, whom according as he has merited, I hope you will advance.His name is Congreve ...Michelson had him under his inspection at Woolwich '...

By May 1760, the fortifications at Louisburg had lost their strategic value and orders were issued for their destruction and the garrison to withdraw.. Congreve was ordered to take a complete inventory of Ordnance stores, which included con​siderable quantities of cartridges and barrels of powder as well as the guns and seige mortars.

A few weeks later a detachment of Artillery under Captain Lewis of 22nd Regt.Infantry was ordered to mop‑up all the remaining French outposts before relieving the Quebec garrison. Congreve was part the detachment and in September 1760 wrote to his mother of his action in the final expedition by stating....' that he had the honour to fire the last lawful shot at a Fort called 'Jacque Corties' about fifteen leagues from Quebec. Our army consisted of 100 men commanded by Colonel Fraser of the Highlanders; the number of our enemy about 600, besides Indians. I was the first to march within 600 yards of the Fort and bombard them with great success with shells  from our hauitszers (howitzers)......Several landed in their barracks and many French Canadians and Indians ran away. But within a short time the French officer capitulated with about

fifty regulars and sixteen guns...What is truly remarkable, this is the first place the French settled in Canada and the

last that surrendered...I have been ordered back to Halifax…..My mouth waters thinking of home especially roast beef and

plumb pudding...You will be surprised how much I've grown'.....

Following  a  successful  three pronged attack on Montreal  in

early September 1760, all French possessions in the province

of Canada passed into and under the British flag. Nevertheless 

the distinctive characteristics even to this day of the French population in Canada which survived over two centuries gives an idea of the firm hold France had obtained on the country; and the strength of that hold must have made the pang of defeat proportionately bitter.

However the Royal Regiment of Artillery well deserved the motto 'UBIQUE' (everywhere) it now bears, for the feelings held uppermost by other Regiments at that time was the distinctive characteristics even to this day of the French population in one of admiration for their skill and service ; 'QUO FAS et GLORIA DUCUNT' (whither right and glory lead) ‑ given in 1832.

THE WEST INDIES EXPEDITION

With the war in Canada to all intents successfully completed, Captain Webdell's Company which subsequently became part of the 3rd Battalion Royal Artillery, were ordered to assemble at Halifax, Nova Scotia for their return home. The convoy set sail in mid‑March 1761,and five weeks later arrived at Woolwich On June l9th, Congreve recognised as a 'seasoned campaigner' was promoted to First Lieutenant, and enlightened his loyal benefactor of the good news. Prior to his promotion he had also written to his father in Wales that.. 'he was tempted to join a Dragoon of Guards, following the loss of my beloved dog and poor promotion prospects in the Artillery'...

The recent promotion however must have given the near eighteen year old change of thought, as well as a slight change to his uniform.

Meanwhile he spent the two months of a well deserved furlough with his mother and sisters at Highgate, recounting the various exciting episodes of his life in Canada.

Earlier that year, Pitt the elder, had begun to suspect with all good reason that France was delaying peace negotiations in order to restart offensives with the aid of a new ally Spain. Within a few months his prophecy rang true.

Consequently fresh preparations were made to launch a new offensive against the remaining French and Spanish possessions in the West Indies. French power in the area had already been shaken by the recent loss of Guadelope and Dominica, and an expeditionary force from New York against Martinique, Grenada and St.Lucia might provide the final blow.

In October 1761, Lt.Congreve volunteered to again muster in Captain Webdell' Company, and sail with a re‑inforcement convoy

to New York. Within days of their arrival,the reinforcements became part of the large force under General Monkton's command. The West Indies Expeditionary Force left New York in December for the initial attack on the French island of Martinique. Part of the group landed at Cap de Navines and took Port Royale, which surprisingly fell after only a few shots had been fired.

Within a few days the British forces had obtained possession of the whole island.

Little is known of the action taken by Capt.Webdell's Company other than 'they assisted the naval forces' This reference may also have included the islands of Grenada, St.Lucia, Tobago, and St.Vincent, which were also seized within a few weeks and with little difficulty. Meanwhile the larger portion of the force under Lord Albemarle were ordered to attack Havanna, the chief Spanish base in the West Indies.

The importance of Havanna arose from its position on the north coast of Cuba, opposite the southern tip of the Florida penin​sular. Because of prevailing winds, all ships from Europe were forced to enter the Caribbean sea via Barbados, and home​ward along the north‑west coast of Cuba. A Spanish fleet based at Havanna was admirably placed to interfere with the rich West Indian convoys and would have had a most serious effect on Britain's commerce. It was for this reason that Pitt orches​trated this stroke against Spain, months before the long fore​seen rupture had taken place.

On learning that Martinique and other islands had quickly surrendered, the main convoy sailed into Port Royale to take on fresh victuals and assemble men, guns and equipment for the coming important battle. By May 1762, an imposing army of over 11,000 men with a fleet of warships, transports and supporting vessels ‑ a total of over two hundred ships, sailed

from Martinique for Havanna.

Two strong points ‑ Moro Castle and Fort La Puntal guard the entrance to Havanna harbour. Both positions had to be put out of action before any further advance against the capital could be contemplated. Meeting very little resistance, troops with their armour and equipment were able to land at four points on the island and make their separate ways towards the two strong fortifications.

A detachment from Capt. Webdell's Company under the command of Lt.Congreve alongside Lt.Colonel Leith's assault troops were directed to attack Moro Castle. Being perched on top of a rocky hill it was recognised as being a very difficult operation. When the officers present discussed the construction of siege batteries, virtually no soil was available (a necessary ingredient) for the erection of epaulments. Consequently paths had to be cut through the surrounding forest, and large quantities of earth brought forward. As expected the men were constantly under heavy fire from the defenders, who had excellent  observation from the Castle ramparts.

Sixteen days of June 1762 were fully spent in the laborious construction of several batteries. Fortunately persistent and accurate mortar fire from offshore naval vessels onto Moro Castle harassed and reduced the firepower from the Spanish garrison. In the final days of the month, other Royal Artillery detachments with their heavy mortar and seige guns were landed and hauled into the newly constructed epaulments.

On July 1st the artillery were in position and from a range of two hundred yards bombarded the Castle with vigour for two days. During this heavy bombardment, the Grand Battery unfortunately caught fire, and the labour of three weeks work was totally destroyed in two hours. Despite this setback the other batteries continued in their action.

A more serious problem however was the rapidly increasing sickness among all ranks. Unsuitable food, bad water and over​work in a tropical climate was rapidly destroying the army. In fact, senior officers began to question whether Havanna could be taken before all the men collapsed with ill‑health often followed by death. The Artillery was no exception, they began to lose so many gunners, some from wounds, but mainly in sickness, that the Batteries had to be reinforced with seamen. It was perhaps fortunate that the accuracy of the bombardment had largely silenced the Spanish guns, but at this stage with no practical breach in the Castle walls.

The bombardment restarted, and the infantry were ordered to creep forward under the artillery umbrella, to reach the large protected ditch surrounding the Castle. It was a formidable obstacle but fortunately a miners detachment attached to the infantry were able to blow the counter‑scarp into the ditch and at the same time breach the Castle wall. Within minutes the assault troops were across the ditch, up amongst the rubble and into the Castle for its eventual capture.

Whilst action against Moro Castle was underway, another company of the Royal Artillery had constructed epaulments on Cavennos Ridge, east of the harbour, overlooking the city.

A demand to surrender from the British C in C. to the city was ignored. Consequently at daybreak on August 11th,all the artillery pieces assembled began a heavy bombardment. Within hours flags of truce appeared; all firing ceased and negotia​tions for a surrender made.

The actual battle casualties of the whole campaign was relat​ively light ‑ just over 500 killed, and a similiar number wounded, but almost 5000 died of fever. To the British government ​

 it was a tremendous victory. There were also other advan​tages, for the booty taken at Havanna was considerable. Besides several ships and large quantities of guns and ammunition, there were huge stocks of sugar and tobacco.

Cuba was an immensely wealthy conquest and provided consider​able prize money for the victorious officers and men. Lieut. Congreve's share probably amounted to at least two years pay.

The main factor in the Havanna campaign undoubtedly lay in the boldness of planning months in advance of the declaration of war. It required considerable skill and courage to plan an expedition of such magnitude? before the assembly point

namely Martinique, had even been attacked.

Once the force had landed the campaign became almost entirely one for the gunner and sapper. Although lack of good drinking water and the rocky ground caused considerable difficulty, the main problem was that of health. The damp heat of Cuba was very trying to unseasoned Europeans, and when troops were called upon to build, arm and fire the siege batteries, it was obvious their health would suffer to a considerable degree. Over half of Capt. Webdell's Company were lost through sickness or death. Lt.Congreve stated later, that his health was so impaired that he did not recover for several years. Nevertheless he remained on station until the Battalion was ordered home to Woolwich in October 1763.

Peace was eventually signed between Britain and Spain, by which terms Cuba was returned to Spain in exchange for Florida. The Seven Years War between Britain and France also ended, although many people were disappointed in the gains.

From France was gained the entire province of Canada, all Louisiana east of the Mississipi river ; Cape Breton and all the islands in the St.Lawrence, although some concession was allowed with fishing rights.

In the West Indies, Britain gained Tobago, Dominica, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, but returned Guadalope, Martinique and St. Lucia. In the other areas of the world, Britain gained Minorca in the Med; Senigal in Africa, and saw the eclipse of France as an expansionist power in India 

 THE PEACEFUL YEARS

At the conclusion of the Seven Years War in 1763, drastic reductions in manpower of the British Army including the Royal Regiment of Artillery took place. At that time there were thirty Companies (ie. Three Battalions) each with a complement of one hundred and seven men, including officers. Following the order 'to reduce' thirteen Companies were formed and re​stricted to fifty‑seven officer's and men per company. The others were either placed on pension or discharged on grounds of age or injury.

For several years it was a singularly uneventful period in the history of the Regiment. The First Battalion (four Comp​anies) were quartered at various posts in America and Canada; the Second Battalion (four Companies) were divided between Gibralter and Minorca, whilst the Third Battalion (five Comp​anies) remained on station in Great Britain.

Throughout this period, the artillerymen of the Woolwich (HQ) Companies appear to have spent most days in training. This meant either manhandling varioustypes of seige guns or mortars over the Woolwich Warren marshlands and ditches; being taught the basic construction of epaulments and batteries; coupled with the usual drills, parades and the care and grooming of the artillery and officers horses. The principal object then, as of today's peacetime army, was to keep the men in some form of readiness should their services be required in one or other 'foreign' corner of the world.

From the early part of the eighteenth century and for many years after, Woolwich Warren (Arsenal) remained a combination of barracks, factory, fortification, school and storehouse.

Its existence began in 1573 when a Ropeyard was constructed

to supply the needs of the nearby Woolwich Dockyard, which came into prominence during the reign of Henry Vlll. About the same time the open spaces of the somewhat desolate Warren (Woolwich Marshes) was considered ideal as a gun‑testing range and a depot for ordnance.

A saltpetre house was erected in 1662 at the Warren, but with no clear evidence that explosives were being prepared there. But thirty years later, authorisation for a gunpowder and fireworks plant (laboratory) was given.

Meanwhile Prince Rupert, cousin to Charles ll was ordered to construct Batteries at the Warren... 'for better security of ye river against ye attempt of ye enemy..' In this case the threatened Dutch invasion. Finally, the year 1716 witnessed not only the establishment of the Regiment of Artillery with its permanent home at Woolwich, but the erection of a cannon foundry which gave the Arsenal its character, though the title 'Royal Arsenal' was not used until granted by GeorgeIII in 1805.

Some junior officers of the 1763/71 peacetime army were quart​ered in either the old barracks (c 1719) or the new buildings built thirty years later. The designs were similiar, inasmuch the bed‑living rooms were on the first floor, furnished, but not to any high degree. Beneath the quarters were the stables, whilst open drains to serve both man and beast .

courtyard at the rear. Generally speaking, dampness and effluvia were ever present. Other accommodation was available in the Warren, but it was limited and usually occupied by officers of senior rank and their families.

The more wealthier officers generally lived outside the Warren, in lodgings or their own homes, but wherever they resided, each was responsible for his own board. It was usual however

for all artillery officers to have dinner together at one of two local taverns, called jocularly the 'Bastion' and 'Redan'  (or Ravelin)*

In 1760/70 the town of Woolwich comprised two principal roads the High Street and Ragged Row (later Cannon Row). The lanes, such as Warren, Harden, Fletcher and Hog with their numerous alleys, yards and dwellings led down to the waterside. Here various 'stairs' or landing places served the needs of fisher​ folk, or watermen available for hire. Even before 1750 this particular district had sunk to a condition of squalor and degradation from which it hardly arose a century later.

On the other side of the High Street it was a different story. Here was evidence of well built houses, often with neatly laid out gardens, and at Sappers Green (Greens End) stood a cluster of well ordered buildings, probably to house the improving and growing class of professional and trade families. To the west lay the equally extensive fully developed Royal Dock​yard with the Marine Barracks and nearby the parish church of St.Mary's.

It can be roughly calculated that the population of Woolwich circa 1765, was about 4,500 persons, accommodated in perhaps 400 dwellings of varying styles and age, including over sixty inns or taverns.

To complete the picture; from Sappers Green the road wended eastwards to skirt the Plumstead Marshes to Erith, and westward pas~sing by the Royal Dockyard to Charlton Marshes and Green​wich. From Sappers Green another road which had the acidulous name of Cholick Lane rose up to Woolwich Common and by various turns found its eventual way to the former royal palace at Eltham or the very pleasant village of Charlton.

* The first 'Royal Mortar'! the second'The Barrack Tavern'

Early in 1764, Lt.William Congreve was ordered to the Woolwich Warren for service in Captain Howdell's Company, but no record exists as to whether he chose to live in or out.

In the same year a grand display of fireworks was held to honour the Marquis of Grandby's birthday. The Marquis ( later Duke of Rutland) was Master‑General (1763‑70) and Commander in Chief of the Army. At the conclusion of the display all the Artillery officers were invited by the Commandant, Colonel Williamson to an excellent dinner at the nearby 'Ship Tavern'. 

The Marquis played an important part in military history. He reorganised officer‑cadets by establishing qualifying exam​inations, appointing professors on various academic subjects and instituting gold and silver medals as prizes. He also gave instructions that cadets should be fully acquainted with the present artillery pieces and past campaigns with officers who had experience of such events. Consequently on occasions, Lt.Congreve with his service in the recent French and Spanish wars was pressed to give his account.

In June 1764, Congreve came of age and received a legacy of two‑hundred and fifty seven guineas, bequeathed by his grand​father. This enabled him to repay the loan Archdeacon Richard Congreve had made to his mother when his father Thomas went to live in Wales.

About this time, Congreve also began to take a lively interest in 'military science', even suggesting a standard form of gunnery instruction and drill. But as a junior officer, he was in no position to implant his views on the subject, although perhaps encouraged to do so when on May 28th 1766, he was

promoted to Acting Captain‑Lieutenant.

Certainly evidence exists that he was poised to suggest changes in gunnery when he designed a gun mounted on a special carriage

which could rise to fire over a parapet. Another proposal was a battery to be constructed with pre‑made hurdles that could be completed noiselessly at night. Some months later, both proposals were put into practice on Charlton Common, and received considerable acclaim.

In 1768, changes were made to the Artillery officers uniform. White waistcoats and plain white breeches replaced the scarlet, and two years later the carrying of fusils and cartouche boxes discarded. At the same time the Regiment adopted the German mode of wearing the sash around the waist instead of over the left shoulder. Epaulettes were also substituted for the laced shoulder knots.

The hair or queues remained a continuing problem, until ordered to be dispensed with in August 1808. The variation in length and style being usually at the discretion or whim of the Com​manding Officer. The hair or false pieces were dressed by the army barber as Ramilies tails, macaroni tails, pig‑tails or clubs, well pomatumed or larded, powdered and ornamented with bows or rosettes.

Hats were another, undergoing changes in style for both officer and gunner, and at times, open to derision. By degrees all this changed to become a really elegant article of dress.

The question of strict uniformity in dress does not seem to have excited much attention prior to 1815, although it can be said the Regiment of Artillery had more conformity than many Line Regiments. Nevertheless there are many divergencies in the mode of wearing certain articles and details of dress may be noticed in prints and portraits of the same date.

Individual officers wore practically what they wished. Blue has however been the colour of the artilleryman's coat, but its initial reason is lost in the passage of time.

It was a grand spectacle to see the fully resplendent Regiment of Royal Artillery on parade, only surpassed perhaps when the guns manufactured at the Warren, or elsewhere, were proofed. It was an event not to be missed. Something exciting with a strong element of risk. Consequently when King George lll and Queen Charlotte visited the Warren in August 1770, it was high on their itinerary.

Their Majesties toured the Laboratory before going to the waterside to witness several shots being fired from an iron gun by means of a lock fixed to the vent. The Royal party also watched a 12pdr. brass gun being fired twenty‑three times spunging between each shot and reloading with the greatest safety and speed. The King was later informed that the gun was the invention of Col.Desaguliers, and the gunners drilled by a new method introduced by Acting Captain‑Lt. Congreve.In due course the numbered drill introduced by Congreve became an established rule.

On January 1st 1771,a 4th Battalion Royal Regiment of Artillery was formed. It was achieved by drafting one Company from each of the three Battalions and raising a fourth. At the same time eight 'invalid' companies were formed, two being attached to each Battalion; a total of twenty‑two Companies.

It was obvious that the barracks in the Warren would be unable to cope with the expansion. Some ground near Woolwich Common had recently been purchased from John Bowater Esq., and was considered a suitable site for a new barracks. The subsequent imposing building part erected in 1776 and finally completed in 1802, was designed to accommodate a full Battalion of eight Companies.

It has not been possible to trace the movements of Lt.William Congreve during these 'peaceful years'. He would however had

# # # # # #

Family matters also received attention. In November 1770, he corresponded with Mr.Loxdale, a land agent in Wales regarding the Pentaheylin property, owned by his maternal grandmother.* 

' I have seen the abuses the tenant has made to the land and riverbank, which I repaired with large stones. A poor man who assisted me had his thumb cut off. Please give him a half​ guinea and charge to my account'..........
'Also, place all my father's apparel and chest boxes into the care of Mr.Thomas Roberts, until I can collect them....'

Meanwhile,  several  social  occasions  would  have  arisen  for the  young  and  presentable  officer  to  attend.  Brother Army officers as well as those of the Navy, would have introduced their marriageable sisters or daughters.  It was probably on one such occasion he had the good fortune to meet and fall in love with a certain Miss Rebecca Elmstone, daughter  of a former Naval officer, Fleet Elmstone.

Very little else is known of the lady,  except to add that their marriage  took place  at St.Luke's Church, Old Street, Finsbury on the  9th December  1771.  Rebecca was four years older than her new husband, and pregnant.

Colonel Congreve of Shrewsbury, without expressing a reason disapproved strongly  of  the  marriage.  However an elder relative, Archbishop  Congreve  was  perhaps  more  patronising. He did express 'some doubt' on the union,  but nevertheless wished the couple  'joy and blessing'.  In a later letter he suggested that the young officer should 'quit the Army and the unchristian practice of duelling.....If so, I would provide you with an annuity of fifty pounds...

* The Pentaheylin (and Llandregwell) estates, co.Montgomery were sold in 1790 for £7000. Congreve inherited f430.


'

Congreve rejected the proposal,  a child was on the way and he had other responsibilities  that  could only be met with an officer's pay. He had in fact, taken out a lease on a house at Homerton, North‑East London. Records show that for many weeks prior to settling at Homertonand for several months after, Congreve was stationed in the area, but for what  purpose it is difficult to understand. If the reason was  military exercises or gunnery practice, there were  plenty of  open spaces or wooded areas south of the Thames and near to Woolwich. Equally there were no known Artillery camps or positions in the region; the nearest beingTilbury Fort.

The  area near Homerton,  namely Hackney,  had  the River Lea flowing through its marshlands and Epping Forest beyond might also have been a  factor. Congreve, when a young cadet was taught engineering practices, and proper drainage techniques might  have  certain advantages,  ie,  if  the Royal Artillery were not  objecting  to  his  secondment  role.  Another motive could easily have been bridge building exercises. Whatever the reason, the young couple prepared for the arrival of their first child. On May 20th.1772, at High Street, Marylebone, the home of Rebecca's parents, their son William was born. The following month he was christened at St.John's Church, Hackney.

The same month a Royal Warrant was issued, decreeing that Acting Captain Lieutenants in the Royal Artillery should rank as Brevet Captains ; all serving officers to have their commissions as from 26th May 1772, and the rank of Acting Captain Lieutenant abolished.

One can only presume that Brevet‑Captain Congreve made fairly regular appearances at the Woolwich HQ. He was present at important parades as well as the many reviews demanded by senior officers, including the King. On one such occasion in October 1772, the Regiment was reviewed by His Majesty at Blackheath. 'The Corps displayed their different evolutions with great exactness, though greatly incommoded by the weather and obstructed by the prodigious concourse of people' wrote a leading newspaper.

That same month a Military Science Society was formed at Wool​wich to discuss professional, scientific and military questions. The meetings took place at 6.00pm' every Saturday preceeding the full moon' Congreve became an enthusiastic supporter of the Society and within a few months was explaining to brother officers his battlefield experiences in handling artillery pieces and equipment. In order to 'add weight' to the many discussions, a modeller Mr.Goschlin, was instructed to prepare scaled down models for demonstration purposes. Congreve who provided many measurements for these models was later appointed the Society's curator.

Early in 1773, Congreve was ordered to return to Woolwich Warren. Consequently he gave notice to his Hommerton landlord and acquired on annual lease, a house in Church Hill, Woolwich.

On November 8th 1773, Rebecca gave birth to their second child, a daughter. She was baptised at St.Mary's Church, Woolwich on December 2nd, as Ann Catherine Penelope Congreve. Less than two years later, on January 21st 1775, the family were blessed with another daughter, Charlotte, who was baptised also at St. Mary's Church, the following month.

The  birth of  the  Congreve's  third  child was received with delight by cousin Ralph, who added in his letter of congrat​ulations.. I have seen copies of letters sent by Gen.Williamson
and Col.Patterson to the Board of Ordnance extolling your abilities, which I think cannot fail of having good effect and promote your credit into advantage with Officers of the Board....I also thank you for acquainting me with the good opinion senior artillery officers entertain of you and your abilities, which will be very pleasing and satisfactory to your relatives ..

Despite the mid‑1770's providing what might appear to be a pleasant atmosphere of family life in Woolwich, and the apparent good opinion senior officer had for Congreve, the inactivity of the military forces, indicated that prospects for promotion remained slight. At one stage, Congreve seriously considered purchasing a position in a Line Regiment, but he soon learnt that the cost was well outside his present financial resources. But during these months of despondency, the political atmosphere in America became hopelessly overcast and the outbreak of the storm in 1775 signalled the active history of the War of Independence.

 THE AMERICAN REBELLION

The inevitable reduction of the British army on the conclusion of the Seven Years War was hardly justified by the extension of our overseas territories or by the general situation. The magnitude of keeping order in the vast new lands of America was evidenced by an outbreak in 1763 which spread to the lands south of the Great Lakes of Canada. Fortunately it was supp​ressed a year later by a column of British troops, but with little or no assistance from the Colonists.

At the same time the expense of the Seven Year War saddled Great Britain with a heavy burden of debt, which suggested to her statesmen that the Colonies should be made to donate something towards the military costs of the Imperial connection. 

An attempt to levy contributions for the upkeep of forces in America were first made in 1765 by imposing a Stamp Duty on legal documents, but was repealed a year later on account of the violent opposition it aroused. In 1767, indirect taxation on tea and certain other products was introduced, but over a period of several years the profits were negligible.

Later attempts by certain British politicians to tighten con​trol on the American rights of trade and self‑government only served to increase irritation and 'no taxation without representation' was soon to be the battlecry.

Consequently after a series of imprudent and occasional violent acts, a Colonial Congress assembled in the winter of 1774 and proceeded to raise and support an armed force against a British infantry division that had been assembled to 'put down' the rebels. It was clear from this act that war itself could hardly be averted.

The American War of  Independence  1775 - 83 was one of themost significant events in the history of the western world. In the last two hundred years the United States of America has become the most powerful nation on earth, wielding enormous influence. By contrast in 1774/5 almost all of the vast, American continent remained hardly explored, with the British colonies running in a thin strip along the Eastern coast. To the north was Canada newly conquered from the French; a victory which not only added much land to the British crown, but also removed the only serious military threat to America. Nevertheless according to most colonists, there remained a need for a British military and naval presence.

Consequently the attempt by British politicians to tax the Colonies for their security became more and more unpopular, a situation that also deteriorated as a result of the arrogant and incompetent handling by the British Government.

From a military point of view it would have been better for Britain to have taken up arms against the 'rebels' in 1766 rather than 1775. The true cause was the Stamp Duty not the Boston tea‑party. That spark arose from the Tea Act passed to ease the East India Company out of financial difficulties and surplus stocks, and taxing America for its importation. But at Boston, radical leaders disguised as Indians boarded the ships and threw the tea into the harbour. The British Government considered it a flagrant criminal act, whilst the American boycott of other British goods intensified.

In 1766 the thirteen American states were unprepared for war, and there were deep differences between them. By 1775 they had learnt to sink their differences in face of the common enemy. Also, in 1766 it would hardly have been possible for America to have concluded an alliance with France. By 1775 this was the obvious policy for both countries, flattering alike to the ambition of France and the pride of America.

 What delayed the outbreak of war and thus placed the British at a serious military disadvantage was their reluctance to use force, and their refusal to admit that it could be a solution to their dispute with the Colonies. 

As a result, the first shots in the conflict were not fired until April 1775 when one of the detachments sent out by the British military commander at Boston to seize stores dest​ined for the 'rebels', was forced to retire by the resistance of the Massachusett's militia at Lexington and Concord. Spurred by this success, other colonists rose and the Boston garrison was closely invested by an overwhelming number of 'rebels'. Further north other colonists attacked and overran the string of British outposts into Canada hoping that French‑Canadians would join them. Both parties were thus committed to war. The American colonists induced 20,000 men for short term enlist​ment, and chose as their supreme commander a Virginian squire and former Colonial Army officer, named George Washington.  On the day Washington was appointed (June 15th) the Revolution​ary Congress secretly adopted the Massachusetts troops as the nucleus of their army. They also supported the scheme for a 'strong redoubt' at Bunker Hill and Breeds Hill which overlooked Charlestown and the approaches to Boston. Two days later British troops under the command of General William Howe (who had served under Wolfe at Quebec) incensed at the rebels arrogance, ordered an assault on the newly acquired positions. Unfortunately the troops advanced without any effective artillery fire ‑ apparently a large number of cannonballs of the wrong calibre had been supplied. Nevertheless the 'Redcoats' despite their loss of artillery cover, in their woollen uniforms and heavily laden with muskets, ammunition and packs, in a temperature exceeding 90 F , marched slowly uphill in line abreast and perfect formation, towards the 'rebels' well positioned redoubts.

Twice repulsed with heavy losses, the troops did finally manage to take the position, and were thus able to announce that 'the day had ended in glory'. But it was a glory deadly bought. Having driven the rebels from the hills, the British occupied the fire devastated town of Charlestown and the peninsular, but failed to pursue a large part of the defeated army to the mainland.

Shocked by their heavy casualties, the British also suffered with a Commander incapable of making a major decision. Con​sequently as days slipped into weeks, the chances of launching a successful attack on the rebel Americans, diminished into a winter of total inactivity.

By mid‑winter the garrison's food and fuel supplies from the mainland had been largely cut‑off by the rebels. Consequently the British army could do little more than hang on‑to Boston and its harbour, until ships could be provided to either assist or evacuate them and their supporting Loyalists.

Obviously something had to be done by the British Government fairly quickly or the cancer of rebellion would spread. In the Southern colonies where many other 'rebels' were already agitating, the Government was informed that 'thousands of Loyalists eagerly awaited the arrival of the King's troops to avow their allegiance and full support'.

Such then was the background for the Government's decision in October 1775 to mount a military operation in the Carolina's The contingent designated 'The Southern Expedition' comprised five Battalions of the line, two Companies of Artillery, and a generous supply of brass cannon, powder and shot for the use of the Loyalists. Major‑General Lord Cornwallis, who as a young officer had distinguished himself during the Seven Years War, was given command

.According to Government orders the Expedition assembling at Cork, Ireland, was to 'link up with a second smaller force also going south' commanded by Major‑General Henry Clinton, former Governor of New York, now deputy to General Howe in Boston.

The objective of the two forces was to take possession of the Carolina's and arm the Loyalists. There by providing a powerful diversion for the proposed attack on the main rebel armies gathering in New York and near Boston.

That same month, Captain William Congreve as second in command to Lt. Col.John Innes' Company of Artillery received his orders.

 ..'to muster two Companies of the 3rd.Battalion of Artillery at Woolwich. Arm and collect quantities of brass cannon, shot and necessary equipment. Arrange charter of vessels and embark for Cork. Report to the O.C. and return at your earliest...'

The date set for the departure of Cornwallis' Southern Exped​ition was mid‑December, but due to a lack of sea transports, a six week delay became inevitable. When the convoy did event​ually sail they faced severe Atlantic storms, arriving in some disorder off Wilmington on Cape Fear river, North Carolina, between early and mid‑May. By that time the American rebels had trounced the too few Loyalists and scattered them to the back‑country. Meanwhile, Clinton's small force had managed to slip away from Boston in late January for South Carolina.

Following their storm tossed arrival in those waters, Clinton soon realised that talk of great numbers of Loyalists flocking to the British flag was absurdly optimistic. In accordance with the original scheme, limited action was made against the rebels at Charleston, South Carolina but were soon forced, by the spirited resistance, to abandon further activity.

Back at Boston, Lt.General John Burgoyne, part playright and an eloquent speaker in the House of Commons, kept the Govern​ment informed on the general state of affairs. In January 1776, he was ordered home and during the passage wrote his precept, 'Reflections upon the war in America'.

Lord Germaine, the new Secretary of State for the Colonies, fully approved of the proposed attack on New York, as its possession would be of the highest strategic importance. He also supported Burgoyne's 'Reflections' that suggested strong diversionary attacks should be made from Quebec, through Lake Champlain and into the Hudson river.

Meanwhile, Captain Congreve having completed the task of arming two Companies of Artillery for Cornwallis' Expedition, had returned to Woolwich by early February 1776. On arrival he learnt that a distant relative had recently died, bequeathing him an annuity of twenty pounds.

After a few days spent with his family, he received orders to again prepare two Companies of Artillery for another theatre of war. An army under 'Gentleman Johnny' Burgoyne, was set to sail for Canada in April. Congreve proud of his obvious success in arming and organising the Artillery companies for battle, wrote to Lord Townsend the Master‑General, seeking promotion. In his letter he requested consideration as Company Commander, 'in order' he added, 'to put ten shillings a day into my pocket to protect my family whilst serving His Majesty'. In his reply, Lord Townsend mentioned that he had spoken to His Majesty about the request, adding, 'His Majesty received it as you would expect, and as I am sure you can rely on...'

Sadiy for Congreve, there was no mention of promotion. At this point it is perhaps of interest that at the outbreak

of the Revolutionary War, the Royal Regiment of Artillery, was divided into four Battalions, of which the 4th.Battn. was the principal unit serving the Colonies. It was therefore logical to put the Officer Commanding the 4th.Battn. in charge of all Artillery units serving on the American continent.The 4th.Battn. in fact bore the brunt of the fighting, although it was reinforced by Companies from the 3rd.Battn. ‑ the men being absorbed within its ranks. The 4th. had also taken its Headquarter Staff to America. Had it remained in England it might have functioned more efficiently ; for it was usually well out of touch with other theatres of war, due to blockades, and the sheer physical difficulties of communication.

During 1775/6, the versatile Captain Congreve had not been idle. From his past experience of the difficult and rough terrain of Canada, he had totally redesigned Col.Pattinson's original invention , for a lightweight easily transportable 3pdr. cannon. After several vigorous tests, twenty were hastily made at the Brass Foundry, Woolwich by the Dutch master‑gun founders, Jan and Pieter Verbruggen.*

Captain Congreve's ingenuity is also shown in a report by Colonel Pattison (Lt.Gen. Royal Military Academy) dated 23rd. January 1775 :​

Having gone through this last Summer's course of practice with Guns and Mortars..it occurred to me from the frequent necessity which happen in the Artillery Service of parbuckling a Cannon, Carriage etc. up steep ascents and even precipices, that might be very useful to instruct the young Officers and Men in the manner of performing that operation. When Capt.Congreve came on his week's duty,he soon reduced the business to a much greater simplicity than we had any idea of; and he shewed how Guns and Carriages may be raised up inclined planes, by means only of their respective Limbers, in an expeditious manner, and without exposing the Men employed to the least danger of being hurt.

* A captured cannon is displayed at Ft.Ticonderago Museum.N.Y.St.

 His contrivances (the result of a thorough knowledge of the Mechanical powers) were so ingenious and so evidently useful, that I have no doubt of his being capable of making still greater improvements towards facilitating this oftentimes important Service..'

Once four of these new transportable 3pdr. cannons were ready (March 1776), Congreve was ordered to equip himself for war, and escort the two Artillery Companies from Woolwich, with all their paraphernalia, to Halifax, Nova Scotia.

By this date a number of changes had occurred with the British forces in America. For with the coming of spring and renewal of active operations, the American Commander, Gen.Washington, had seized by surprise the Heights overlooking Boston Harbour.

On March 17th, General Howe, yielding to Washington's pressure decided to evacuate, and for want of sufficient transport, was compelled to abandon large quantities of supplies and many guns. He sailed for Halifax with his ineffectual army and over 1000 Loyalists*, leaving Boston to the rebels.

Despite bribery and encouragement for men to enlist in the British infantry, the numbers gained were woefully short. There was however plenty of 'cannon fodder' in Germany, and they had been hiring themselves out as mercenaries, generation after generation. George III was also the Elector of Hanover, and there were many good reasons for recruits to come to his aid. Eventually over 18,000 joined under the British flag.

* Over half million Americans (1:5) remained Loyalists.

Captain Congreve had meanwhile, made all the necessary arrange​ments with his banker for the upkeep of the Woolwich house and other monies Rebecca might need. He also called upon his mother and sister in Highgate to whom he gave every assur​ance of his safe return.

He bade a tearful farewell to Rebecca and the children when they came to watch the 'Gunners' mustering for departure. It was nevertheless a proud moment for Congreve, who as the senior Captain, led the officers and men of the Artillery Train to the convoy of transports awaiting at Woolwich Wharf. Each Company of Artillery comprised seven officers, six non-commissioned officers and ninety‑two other rank and file.

Included in their armament were several pieces of 3,6,12 and 24 Pdr. cannons, howitzers and mortars and a considerable quantity of ammunition, supply waggons and associated equipment The convoy of several vessels called in at Spithead to meet the first division of Brunswick troops and at Plymouth for fresh provisions, before setting sail in an uneventful journey across the Atlantic. Among the senior officers accompanying the convoy was Lt.Gen.Burgoyne, Baron von Riedesel and Major​General Phillips ‑ an Artillery officer of high repute.

On arrival at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Congreve reported to Col.Cleaveland, Commander of the Artillery under Gen.Howe, who expressed delight with the new Congreve designed 3pdrs. which he found were infinitely more convenient than those he already had. Despite the small number manufactured* Colonel Cleaveland repeatedly wrote in his official despatches and letters praising the new design and commending Congreve to the Master​ General.

*Eventually 73 Congreve special 3pdrs.were manufactured.

Meanwhile, Lt‑Gen Burgoyne anxious to free Canada, sailed into the Gulf of St.Lawrence with his force of infantrymen and grenadiers and by late‑May had anchored twelve leagues from Quebec. Within a month and following a few sharp land actions he had forced the Americans from Canada with considerable less trouble than had been expected. There he stayed, awaiting the main army to commence their attack.

Congreve who remained with the Artillery under Gen.Howe, and somewhat peeved at not being given a Company command, made representation as Staff Officer to the Commander‑in​Chief. Despite the position being insecure and badly paid, Congreve's services was on this occasion rebuffed. However there was eventual consolation, when in December 1777, Congreve was appointed an Aide to General Howe without loss in pay. On June 11th 1776,General Howe with 9,000 infantrymen and supporting artillery units sailed from Halifax for New York.

It was a known area of widespread Loyalist sympathies as well as being of considerable importance. Along a 1500 mile coastline there was at that time, only one harbour that could provide the Royal Navy with the facilities it needed, and that ‑ Halifax, was the most northern point of the combat area. Once entrenched in New York, the British would hold the southern gateway to the Hudson Valley‑Lake Champlain route into Canada, as well as operating a naval base of easy defence.

It was also intended by the British Government that this campaign would be decisive, and Admiral Lord Howe who commanded the Fleet, and his brother the Army, had full powers to offer the Americans a cessation of the hostilities should they submit. Eighteen days later the large British force arrived off Sandy Hook the peninsular guarding the entrance to New York harbour.

 Meeting little resistance they landed on Staten Island where they rapidly set up camp, then spent seven weeks of inactivity During this period Lord Howe offered terms for peace, but instead on July 4th 1776, came the rebels reply with the celebrated Declaration of American Independence.

On August 1st, the two 'Southern Forces' sailed in, having made their respective abortive attacks in the Carolina's. Eleven days later another fleet, after three weeks at sea, arrived from England with a Brigade of Guards and Hessian mercenaries. General Howe now commanded an army of over 25,000 troops ‑ a quarter of them German. On the morning of 22nd August, after a night of lightning, thunder and heavy rain, Major‑General's Clinton and Cornwallis led the assault craft of flatboats, bateaux and row galleys across the Narrows onto Long Island for the rather lengthy but eventual capture of New York.

It was early in the action that Captain Congreve received superficial wounds. 'On the morning of the 23rd', he later wrote, ' I went with Captain Gardner and some Hessian riflemen to chase some rebels in a wood. They returned our fire, and grape shot grazed the inside of my left thigh and the knuckles of my right hand'..

Withdrawing from any further part in the continuing battle, Congreve nevertheless, 'attended to Gen. Howe's artillery needs until on September 8th, I could not sit upon a horse.' 'This came,' he wrote to his cousin, 'after I went to a Battery we had on York Island. I was knocked down by the wind of a 12 pounder, which opened the sore and confined me to bed for eight days'...'I lost a vast amount of blood'. .but I can now hop about with a stick'...Staten Island Camp 20.Sep.1776.

In the early hours of the following out in New York Town. No warnings were given and no fire engines could be found. Within hours the flames spread. Nearly five hundred buildings were destroyed ‑ a large part of New York reduced to ashes. 'Supposed to be the work of incendiaries'  wrote Congreve to his kinsman, 'even setting fire to houses when they saw our sailors and soldiers pursuing them, and were killed in the very act'..

The fire was certainly as much a misfortune for the enraged citizens as it was for Howe, who had intended using the houses as winter quarters for his men. For over a month whilst nursing his wounds, Congreve had been seconded to General Howe's Headquarters to advise on artillery power, but by late October had returned to England.

He had been granted furlough on grounds of his worsening condition, managing to obtain passage by promising twenty guineas to the captain of a fast packet‑boat which had the task of taking Howe's despatches of the recent battle to the Government.

From Falmouth, Congreve travelled by post‑chaise to a hostelry at Egham, where he was confined for a few days, his leg having become swollen and inflamed by so much travelling. He did however, manage to get a message through to Rebecca and Lord Townsend expressing regret that he could not travel further.

Lord Townsend learning of Congreve's injuries, instructed his personal surgeon to accompany Rebecca and the children to Egham. Meanwhile the 'Morning Post' reported that the Government were bent on criticising General Howe's long delay in capturing New York and the surrounding area. Although the Americans had lost over 1,000 men in the battles of Long Island and New York, General Washington was able under cover of mist and darkness to evacuate over 10,000 men and their supplies.

 The Royal  Artillerv's share in the campaign was relatively small, due to the nature of the terrain and the enemy’s hurried retreat. Nevertheless, one notable success was Congreve's lightweight dismountable cannons, which received high praise from Colonel Chambers, O.C.4th Battn. R.A.

Although New York had to all intents been captured by mid ​September, it was the larger battles of White Plains and the subsequent capture of Forts Lee and Washington, that finally ensured British success.

Despite the victory, the Americans ‑ a bedraggled collection of under strength regiments with their assorted pieces of artillery, managed to withdraw and by a ruse in early December had reformed across the Delaware river. From this base they were able to inflict and capture many British and Hessian troops garrisoned at Trenton and Princeton.

These active movements had the effect of General Howe deciding to withdraw his army from further campaigns and spend the rest of winter near New York and New Jersey. Accordingly the Tories warmly entertained the heroes who defended them from their misguided countrymen, whilst young Loyalist ladies swooned against the scarlet regimentals of their protectors.

Perhaps at this stage it would be well to remind ourselves as to how eighteenth century field battles were usually fought They were generally dominated by lines of infantrymen deployed two or three deep advancing to very close range, in order to destroy the cohesion and morale of the opposition with deadly volleys of precision musketry. Although the muskets

were slow to load, massed volley fire could have devastating results. Also every British musket was tipped by a long tri​angular bayonet.

When faced by a line of screaming 'Redcoats' charging forward with bayonets levelled, it was particularly demoralising for the enemy. However because of the often hilly and wooded terrain encountered in America and Canada, the 'rebels' often sniped the British troops from behind trees and fences, employing skirmishes, raids and quiet with​drawals to avoid a general action. Such tactics often aroused indignation from British officers and the comment. 'What an infamous method of carrying on a war'

Artillery did not greatly affect field engagements; being used mostly for defensive or seige positions. However, if and when the opportunity presented of firing a can of musket balls (cannister shot) or large iron balls stacked together (grape shot) they could inflict appalling injuries on the enemy.

Wintering in New York, General Howe was goaded by the Govern​ment into taking a more positive action in the coming spring. He replied that in order to carry out a more progressive policy, he would require massive reinforcements, sufficient to field two armies. One under Clinton to operate from Rhode Island, the other under his command, to move up the Hudson river to make junction with Burgoyne and Carleton (former Governor of Quebec) advancing south.

Meanwhile from the Egham hostelry Captain Congreve had written to his cousin, the Revd. Richard Congreve, heartily congrat​ulating him on news of his recent marriage, adding that. 'Gen. Howe has been so kind to mention me to His Majesty. I flatter myself that it will enable me to pay for the Bath waters, which I am told is the only chance I have of recovering the full use of my leg...'

By the end of November, Congreve felt sufficiently recovered

to return home to Woolwich where a letter from his mother awaited him.

'Dearest Child'...'God make me thankful that you are once more returned. It gave me such comfort that you are able to receive the best advice. Almighty Mercies Great, to restore you alive to your dear family and me, your poor afflicted mother. What have I not suffered on your account. Thought your post would expose you to much danger, but did not imagine you was to act as Artillery Officer. I fear it was an offer of your own, but for this honour, dear boy, thankful you have not lost a limb. I participate with your poor wife in her present joy...but had you layn‑by would have been some advantage...wounds could have got better sooner. ..My deepest love and blessing'..Mama'.

Granted six months furlough and placed on half‑pay, Congreve set about recovering from his wounds and regaining his health, using the restorative effects of the Bath waters.He maintained regular correspondence with his kinsman and his mother, and when sufficiently well, often visited Lord Townsend, the Master‑General at his home in Portland Square.

To his cousin Congreve of Shrewsbury he wrote,...

' Woolwich, February 1777..'I have experienced the greatest friendship with Lord Townsend and particularly the honour of presenting me to His Majesty and the honour to kiss his hand.  The King thanked me for my light guns I constructed and carried to America. Everyone in the Drawing Room knew my name and the adventures with the little gun'.....
I am ashamed to be so troublesome,  but after great expense have had lately,  take the liberty to request twenty‑five guineas to pay the Captain

of the Packet for bringing me home and the expense of my journey to Bath '

'Woolwich, May 1777'............
'Have been dangerously ill withpains in my chest.  Got a cold at my father's funeral. I was unwell  before but  granted his  wish  to be buried with his ancestors at Highgate'........
'Attended with my wife and sister Schneider'...'General  Howe  wrote  about  my health  and  when my son is of age would provide a commission for him'...my wound is progressing but am unable to ride a horse'...'the children have recovered from smallpox'....

'Woolwich, June 1777'....Lord Townsend has been able to obtaina small pension for me , for my invention relating to light guns'.....
'I was also able to expose the abuses within the Ordnance  and  the  abominable  practice  of  using  unseasoned timber'…

 ‘Shrewsbury. July 1777'

 'Dear Cousin William'...........
You did correct in bringing the  abuses  and injustices to  light.  I was grieved to know that Lord Amherst led the Board against you, and  who  should  have  detected  and prevented  them.

Sir Charles Frederick has long been looked upon by the public in the most infamous light'......'the Archdeacons death was not unexpected news'

In September 1777, Captain William Congreve reported to the Commandant of  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery,  Woolwich, that he was now fit to resume duty.

   RECOGNITION

Whilst Captain Congreve was at home recovering from his wounds, the British armies under General Howe near New York and Major​General Burgoyne at Quebec (both having recently returned from

spending  the  non‑campaigning  winter  in  England)  made  only

the occasional sortie on the American rebels.

In ~une 1777 however,Burgoyne having drawn together British and Hessian sections of his army group,totalling some 8,000 troops, set out from Canada for the second time. His objective was to invade the American states and split the Colonial armies. The most brilliant results were expected, but unfort​unately the most disastrous consequences ensued.

Without recounting the campaign, suffice to say that the Americans initially retreated before this force, until they reached the upper reaches of the Hudson river,where reinforced they formed an intrenched camp at Saratoga.

A short but severe battle had been fought at Freeman's Farm on the 19th September. The British claimed victory principally through the devastating fire from the six companies of artill​ery under Major‑General Phillips. At the battle of Saratoga (7th October) the British artillery again covered themselves with glory, but on this occasion many of the senior officers were either killed or wounded.Soon lacking fire power,Burgoyne (now Lt‑General) made preparations to retreat behind hastily erected redoubts, but within a few days found his army totally surrounded.

Burgoyne finally 'capitulated' on the 17th October by ordering his surviving troops(about 4,000) to pile their arms and with colours flying to march out of the encirclement to the tune of the ' Grenadiers ' . The Americans responded by playing

'Yankee Doodle' ‑ a British Army tune of the Seven Year War. This unexpected rebel victory at Saratoga was undoubtedly the turning point in the American War. According to Burgoyne, who was later paroled by Gen.Washington to return to England and explain the surrender, he never obtained the expected help from General Howe's army on which his success depended.Tactics that he believed had been agreed. As a gentleman‑prisoner‑of‑war, Burgoyne was ordered by the Army Board to return to America and join his fellow officers in confinement,but he refused to go. Meanwhile, what were General Howe's Army Group doing in New York, whilst Burgoyne's army were battling their way to the upper reaches of the Hudson river ?. According to Brig.General Cleaveland, the Artillery Battalion Commander, 'Waiting for more Gunners from England'...'The demand for artillerymen is so great that the smallest body of infantry will not move without them'..... At the time Burgoyne began his offensive in Canada,Cleaveland was being pressed by General Howe to increase the number of guns,waggons and horses etc, for a surprise campaign to capture Philadelphia, the Congress Capital. It had been expected that Gen.Howe's army would make their way across the Hudson river through New Jersey and Albany This route would take him not very far away from Burgoyne's army who may,or may not,require Howe's support,and then towards Philadelphia by way of the Delaware. Instead in mid‑July, General Wm.Howe embarked two‑thirds of his grand army and sailed southwards by a more exhausting and roundabout route. Six weeks later over 18,000 troops, many suffering with sickness and with most of the transport horses dead,landed at the Head of Elk in Chesapeake Bay, to march

inland towards the capital.

A short,sharp successful battle took place at Brandywine Creek on September 11th, before the advancing infantry victoriously entered Philadelphia ‑ where the Declaration of Independence had been proclaimed on July 4th 1776.

Apart from the Brandywine Creek episode, there had been other encounters with the American forces. These were at Germantown and some small forts along the Delaware river, before the main British army finally settled down in Philadelphia for the winter. Again the same hesitation or dilatory disposition which prevented Gen.Howe following up his successes at Long Island,induced him to spend many months of idleness now.

Before the arrival of the British, its population had in fact been greatly reduced. Many Quaker families had been forcibly removed some months previous, and Congress delegates and their families had since departed. The initial result was ample room for the newcomers with plentiful amounts of food and provisions. Thus it would appear the officers and their friends were to have a comfortable and enjoyable winter, and for many Philadelphian ladies the chance to join in with the garrison's gaiety.

Early in 1777, command of the 4th Battalion, Royal Artillery had devolved on Brigadier Pattison, Comdt.R.M.A.,Woolwich.

In October 1777, Brig.Pattison with other Artillery officers (including Captain Congreve,now fully recovered) and a consid​erable quantity of ammunition, cannon and stores, set sail from England,arriving in Philadelphia on 22nd.November.

Their arrival in the late fall, still witnessed country people bringing in an abundant supply of fresh food. But as the long winter drew on, rival foraging parties faced difficulties in obtaining fuel and provisions. Women who had accompanied

the army began breaking up the barracks for firewood, and everyone looked for warmer quarters. In spite of warnings from the Provost Marshall,responsible for the good conduct of the army, the soldiers continued to take over the houses and stables from the disillusioned Loyalist inhabitants.

Within a few weeks the townspeople and military forces, began to suffer with a severe shortage of food, and an increasing number of hospital sick. It had however its brighter moments, with a popular ballard sung by many a trooper:​

             Sir William,he,as snug as a flea

             Lay all this time,a‑snoring

Nor dreamed of harm,as he lay warm, In bed with Mrs loring

During the occupation of Philadelphia, large scouting parties were often sent out to ascertain the positions of the American forces, and to capture prisoners.They were usually accompanied by an artillery detachment, and on one such encounter with the enemy,Captain Jones of the 4th Battn. was killed.

On December 18th 1777, Congreve was promoted to a Full Captain and given command of the late Captain Jones' Company. He was also given additional duty as Aide to General Howe's Headquarters on all matters relating to military action and supporting artillery. He was climbing the ladder of recogni​tion at last.

From the commencement of the rebellion, the American cause had received the sympathy of France. Jealous of British power and hating the British nation she had watched the progress of events with evident satisfaction. Burgoyne's defeat at Saratoga, establishing as it did the supremacy of rebel arms was the signal for war on the part of France. On the 6th Febr. 1778, a Treaty of Alliance between America and France was

 * Substantive

signed in Paris. Vast French fleets were immediately fitted out ‑ one of them proceeding at once to the assistance of the Americans.

Fortunately for the British army and the inhabitants of Phila​delphia, the arrival of spring had relieved their desperate situation with an abundance of fresh food and other material needs.

In April 1778, it was learnt that Gen.Howe was to relinquish his post as Chief Commandant of the Army, to be replaced by General Clinton. Despite all the criticism aimed at Gen.Howe, for all his errors if he acted, and for his indolence if he did not, he always retained immense popularity among his off​

icers and men. They were loathed to see him go, and as the time for his departure drew near, felt a desire to show their appreciation. The result was the 'Meshianza' ‑ a week long extravaganza (organised by Major Andre*) which included a grand water pageant, followed by a mock land battle and fete.

The final event included fireworks, dancing on the lawn and a grand supper where numerous toasts were pledged.

In mid‑May, General Howe departed for England and home.

As the French fleet was daily expected with possible blockade of the Delaware river, it was thought advisable by the incoming commander,Gen.Clinton to withdraw the army from Philadelphia and head overland to New York. Accordingly on the 18th June the city was evacuated. Every difficulty was thrown in their path by Washington's army, including one severe engagement at Monmouth, before they successfully arrived at New York and Long Island.

Why Howe took Philadelphia initially is difficult to under​stand. It was militarily worthless and when the army abandoned

* Later infiltrated Washington's H.Q. and was shot as a spy.

it nine months later they left the Loyalists to the ravages of both the vengeful rebels, and an epidemic of venereal disease, graciously donated by the departing troops.

Prior to the arrival of the incoming General, Captain Congreve received orders to report to the Lt‑General of Ordnance at Woolwich. Consequently he was one of the officers who accom​panied General Howe on his return to England.

Arriving at Woolwich, Congreve learnt he had been appointed Aide to Lord Townsend,the Master‑General.It was an appointment however that did not seem to please him, for on hearing the news and despite the fact he would be with his family and safe from war, he requested a return to America.

Lord Townsend M.G. (1772‑1783) had served in several campaigns and was a Brigadier under Wolfe at Quebec. It is probable that he first met Congreve during the French‑Canadian Wars and became aware of his capabilities. Townsend certainly admired the young officer's artillery skill and was to a large extent benevolent towards him.

Although Congreve was subsequently released from the position as Aide to Lord Townsend, it was also apparent that the Master​General had a more positive reason for his recall. Within a few days, Congreve was informed that his request to return to America had been considered and rejected. Instead~replaced with a Royal Command dated 12 June 1778.

'Captain Congreve's success in military manoeuver has been noted by His Majesty, who much pleased with his desire to rejoin his Company in America, directs that he shall remain in En~land to complete a Repository for Military Machines and to instruct the Officers and and Men of the Royal Regiment of Artillery in the

many valuable improvements he has discovered.'

Congreve received the information with some satisfaction, especially when he was informed that the position carried extra pay of five shillings a day, although the possibility for promotion seemed less clear. He later learnt that the appointment by Royal Warrant was dated the 15th May, four days after His Majesty rode over from Blackheath expressly 'to see Congreve's exhibition', and was promulgated by the Master‑General with retrospective effect on 17th June 1778.

A few weeks later Congreve was informed that his uncle Colonel William Congreve had died and bequeathed him a sum of f500 and an annuity of seventy pounds. Although it may not have been the spur, nonetheless within weeks, William and Rebecca were househunting. He was becoming an important military officer, which demanded

                                . standard of living and the recent good fortune would provide it.

They found their new home just outside The Village at Charlton on the road to Blackheath. Formerly known as the 'Clockhouse' but in reality East Combe House*

Sir William Saunderson (a former Naval Commander) instructed East Combe House to be built in 1710. On his death in 1727, it was successively occupied by his son, and on his death by the widow, until May 1778. It is described as having two storeys with an added wing to the east, very commodious with a court and bell‑clock tower in front.

For four years from 1779, Captain Congreve's name appears on the list of Charlton Parish inhabitants, who paid the Statute Labour Rate of f35 per annum; in lieu of duties on the highway.

Statute Labour was a pre‑turnpike duty that devolved on all parishioners for maintaining the roads within a Parish. All

* Our Lady of Grace R.C.Church now occupies the site.

persons whatever their status were compelled by law to perform this duty, which might range from personal labour on the road to the supply of horses,carts or material. The Statute Labour Board could however apportion the costs for those persons failing to provide that duty and allow them to 'pay in lieu'.

In a letter written to his cousin Richard Congreve in the autumn of 1778, Captain Congreve mentions the delight of his new family home at Charlton;the settlement of the Alder​maston estate; other land arrangements; the progress of the war; his new position as Superintendent, concluding with news of Rebecca,the girls and that, 'my Boy has fine natural parts,which,to the utmost of my abilities, I shall cultivate.. The Boy already reads and has a very extraordinary turn for Mechanics...he knows the one of all my Models and is never so happy as when I gave him some paper and a pencil, to draw gun‑carriages...'

Congreve's appointment as Superintendent of the Repository was confirmed in a warrant dated 9 December 1778. General Williamson,the Commandant at Woolwich, was informed by the Board of Ordnance ..' that the Regiment of Artillery shall learn Captain Congreve's exercises for Battalion guns, and to build a Repository for Military Machines at Woolwich. The staff would comprise, the Superintendent, a modeller, a clerk, and two labourers..'

When published in Woolwich Garrison Orders dated 24 December 1778, the following was appended, .. 'The Master‑General having received His Majesty's Commands to order a Repository of Military Machines to be built at Woolwich for the purposes mentioned in the enclosed plan, the Right Hon. Master‑General and Board of Ordnance therefore recommend it in the strongest

                           Artillery to do everything in their power to promote so useful a plan; and hope they will deposit such of their manuscripts, drawings, models as they can spare for which the Superintendent of Military Machines has orders to give a receipt, and to have the donor's name inserted in a book, to secure the credit so justly due to every Officer who appropiates his labours to the Service of his Country..'

Although Congreve's appointment appears to have provoked some measure of resentment from fellow officers, he was fortunate to have not only the ability to demonstrate the science of war, but also the firm patronage of Lord Townsend.

It  was  also  unusual  that  although  stationed at Woolwich,

Capt.Congreve continued as the Commander of an Artillery Company on active ~

                    .. America. In fact, a detachment from the Company was in action at Stoney Point, New York on July 16th. 1779, when all were captured. The position was however rectified in October 1779, when Congreve was able to exchange Company's with a Captain Wood's. He remained Commander of the Woolwich Company until he was promoted to Major six years later.

  THE REPOSITORY

The Congreve's resided at East Combe House, Charlton until 1783. During those four years the size of the family increased with the births of two more children. On August 20th.1779 their fourth child was born and baptised a month later at St.Luke's Parish Church, Charlton, as Rebecca Jane. Unfortunately she was a sickly child and her death at the age of seven months was not unexpected.

On February 3rd. 1781, William and Rebecca announced the birth of their second son, much to the delight of their two daughters, Ann and Charlotte. The latest arrival was baptised on March 11th. at St.Luke's Parish Church, as Thomas Ralph.

St.Luke's Parish Church, stands at the western approach to The Village, Charlton, pleasantly sited on high ground about two miles from Woolwich. In the eighteenth century, The Village could be reached from Woolwich only by following the Lower Road to Greenwich, then ascending Church Lane, or, to follow Cholic Lane towards Eltham and then by bridlepath across the Woolwich and Charlton Commons to the park walls of Charlton House, and thence to The Village.

The Jacobean mansion of Charlton House stood opposite St.Luke's Church, and believed built for Prince Henry, the ill‑fated eldest son of James 1st. In the early eighteenth century the House and estate became the property of the Maryon family, and through subsequent marriage to the Maryon‑Wilsons.

The Congreve's soon settled to their new surroundings, and in due course received the occasional invitation to Charlton House. Fortunately, Lt.Col.Sir Thomas S.Wilson 6th.Bart. who had married into the wealthy Maryon family, and Capt.Congreve shared a common interest. Both had served in the French and

# # # # # #

American Wars.

As an illustration of late eighteenth century social history, a painting ' The Portrait of Mrs Congreve with her Children'.*

by Phillip Reinagle (1749‑1833) in the National Gallery of Ireland is of interest. It shows the seated Mrs Congreve in the East Combe House drawing room, with her three youngest children ‑ Ann (who married John Schneider) is seen holding a squirrel, Charlotte(who became the wife of General Joseph MacLean) and Thomas Ralph, holding a toy mortar sitting on his mother's lap. On the wall at the rear, is a painting of Captain Congreve with his eldest son, William. The original painting, 'Captain William Congreve with his Son'* is also by Phillip Reinagle and in the collection at the National Gallery of Ireland, Dublin.

Father and Son are shown in a favourite eighteenth century pose, beside a six‑pounder artillery piece. Capt.Congreve is wearing an interesting rectangular belt‑plate which carries the Royal Arms complete with supporters. In the background artillerymen can be seen manhandling a heavy cannon from the depths of a ditch. The scene is believed to be in the grounds of the Repository,Woolwich. At the time the painting was commissioned, the young William Congreve would have been about ten years of age.

The painter, Phillip Reinagle, was a pupil of Allan Ramsay (Painter in Ordinary at the Court) and by 1773 had exhibited at the Royal Academy as well as painting portraits of both George lll and Queen Charlotte.

The School of Instruction of Artillery Exercises and Machines set in motion at the Warren,Woolwich in 1778 under Captain Congreve, undoubtedly provided a long felt want, giving proper theoretical and practical training in handling the various

* see Appendix

stores and equipment used by artillerymen. Initially the instructions were carried out by use of models, although some manhandling exercises were included later.

The Commandant on receiving His Majesty's Command appointing Captain Congreve as Superintendent of Military Machines, was ordered by the Board of Ordnance to provide several pieces of equipment as requested by Congreve in a document titled, 'Military Machines necessary for the Practice of Artillery' Events moved fast. Within three weeks,officers of varying rank were ordered to attend the Repository ‑ a makeshift room at the Warren. Meanwhile Congreve had submitted a plan and estimate for the type of permanent building he considered necessary.

Within days,orders were given for the construction of the building at Tower Place,the Warren, which henceforth was known as the Royal Military Repository. Laboratory smocks were issued and unserviceable ordnance supplied for field training.

The same month Congreve

                                 a relative, .. 'I shall esteem it a favour if you'll encourage my undertaking and send me a complete fisherman's corracle..I am convinced they'd be of infinite use to light troops'...

Among the first items presented to the new Repository were twenty‑two artillery models from General Desaguliers. Of these,five were Hanoverian, the remainder of Dutch origin. Other donations included some papers about the Prussian horse artillery, which proved invaluable when it came to forming the Royal Horse Artillery in 1793.

Before the mechanical age ‑ and indeed long after its incep​tion, the business of moving large and heavy guns, mounting and dismounting them from their limbers and shifting them

from place to place was a complicated exercise and the use of highly specialised gear. Apart from pulleys and ropes, there were handspikes, levers, jacks, rollers, sledges, sheers, capstans,derricks etc.,and none were easy to handle. Expert knowledge was required before gunners could erect and use the apparatus properly and efficiently.

At first, Congreve concerned his instructions specifically with negotiating inclined planes, ditches,ravines,precipices, rivers, marshlands extending to mock embarkation and disembark​ation and general movement. Indeed this particular form of training, popularly known as 'scotch‑up' but officially as 'Repository Exercises' continued through to the present day.

Once the Gunnery Officers had received instruction, so did the men of his Company.

Under Congreve, the School of Artillery taught seige operation fortification, field‑works, bridging and the shifting of heavy ordnance, while Woolwich Common was used as an artillery range, all kinds of guns, howitzers, and mortars being fired across its open ground.

As a Company of Royal Artillery might be employed as either a seige or coast artillery at any time, they were put through a set course with that in mind.It was obvious that the Gunners required to have a thorough knowledge irrespective of where their services would be required.

The whole project was a new departure for the Royal Artillery and it appeared that anything within reason that Capt.Congreve wanted he obtained with little trouble.

The Repository was also to be used as a kind of museum, and in fact was the forerunner to the present Rotunda on Woolwich Common. In order to assist in the collection of exhibits several curious old pieces of ordnance lying about the Warren

were handed over to Congreve and lodged in the Repository.

Initially no tools were allotted to the Repository, those in use being the personal property of Lewis Goschlin, the appointed modeller*. This was the usual custom for tradesmen, but in February 1780 following a request from Congreve,the Ordnance Board purchased them for ~105.

To assist him at the Repository, Congreve also obtained, in addition to the modeller,clerk and two labourers, the important services of two former Gunners as field instructors No details are forthcoming as to the construction of the new Repository (or 'infant museum' as Congreve termed it) but use would have been made of local convict labour. Prior to the war with America, a large number of felons had been trans​ported to the thirteen colonies to serve their sentence. Since 1775, and with the prisons overcrowded,they were housed in old wooden sailing ships ‑ 'Hulks', moored at various points around England, including the river Thames at Deptford and Woolwich. This cheap and plentiful labour force was used extensively by the Dockyard and Warren administrators for various cleaning and digging tasks.

Early in 1779, a number of serious complaints were made by Admiral Barrington,Commander of the Home Fleet, about the poor quality of gunpowder being supplied to naval vessels. Captain Congreve was instructed to proceed to Plymouth and investigate. At the naval stores,there was damning evidehce when only four barrels out of one hundred were found to be serviceable.

The gross frauds brought to light on this occasion led sub​sequently to the formation of a Government establishment at Waltham Abbey,Essex, under Congreve's supervision.

* Nephew of Andrew Schalch,Master Founder at Woolwich.

The Waltham Abbey Powder Mills, one of several companies privately owned manufacturing gunpowder, was sited less than a mile from Enfield Lock on the river Lea, and had been in existence since 1684. The whole works separates into several canals, and on its many islands and promontories, various sheds and workrooms had been erected at discreet distances apart.

At the insistence of the Naval Board, the Government purchased the Abbey Mills from the Walton family, and by injecting large sums of money enhanced quality control~based on strict composition and manufacturing methods developed by Congreve.

In a few short years the quality in fact,was so much improved that the amounts used in gun charges could be dramatically reduced. This gives the probable reason for the statement on Congreve's epitath that '...he had the happiness of saving his country more than One million sterling,yet died unenriched himself....'

Meanwhile as an Artillery Officer, Congreve's greater passion still lay with the Repository and its school of instruction. Two recently received letters from America emphasised the need. The first from a Captain Grant stated,... 'the men under my command are totally unacquainted with the uses of several artillery machines'.. The second letter and the more important came from General Pattison,Commanding the Artillery in America He wrote about the inadequacy of some troops from Woolwich, and the need to improve the teaching of military science to Officers and non‑commissioned officers.

From these two examples, Congreve was of the firm opinion that an expansion in 'repository exercises and artillery tech​niques in the classroom' was required.

He therefore laid before the Board on 29 May 1781, a plan and explanation of a new addition to the Repository, stating

that an estimate would follow. The Board hedged at this pro​position. It cost money, and they had many other expenses. They asked Congreve if he could give the lessons he proposed by re‑arranging the existing rooms avoiding an extension, and whether the fencing outside could be fenced by a picket‑line rather than a brick wall. Congreve 'stuck to his guns' and refused to be side‑tracked. Finally a compromise was reached: Captain Congreve could have his additional wing, but had to accept the picket fence.

The Board of Ordnance (unlike the Line and Cavalry Regiments who received Government finance as well as patronage from other sources) were quite rightly concerned about costs. By 1781 the war in America was not going well, although for the past two years the main antagonists had remained in the vicinity of New York, closely observing each other, but largely inactive. In addition to France, two other nations ‑ Spain and the Nether​landslands had also declared war on England, whilst Russia stood aside declaring 'full neutrality'.

For several months the French and Spanish fleets cruised the Channel unopposed, keeping the whole of the south coast of Britain in perpetual dread of an invasion. It was reported that a French force of 50,000 men were being massed in Normandy with 400 vessels to transport them over to England.

All Britain had to oppose this formidable army was less than thirty‑five ships cruising between the Scilly Isles and Ushant.

Fortunately the Government had warned of the impending danger and the British people rose to defend. The Militia was embodied and Fencibles formed, whilst many wealthy~ gentlemen offered to raise Regiments of both Horse and Foot.

Although the French invasion fleet did set sail, an easterly gale blowing hard for several days, drove the armada out of

the Channel and Britain survived the threat.

French fleets also stood off the American coast which effect​ively cut‑off supplies to the various British and Hessian army groups. Whilst on land, elite French troops with the American forces, were deployed on seige or attacking positions Despite this, in December 1779 a large British convoy from New York did manage to evade the French fleets and five months later capture Charleston in South Carolina. General Cornwallis who later led a diversionary expedition from Charl​eston into Chesapeake, concluded that he could not hold South Carolina and Georgia, unless the enemy were driven out of North Carolina.

Early in 1781, he brought his plans into operation, but by forcing the Americans back, his lines of communication was severely overstretched. Eventually lack of regular supplies made him change his plans and concentrate instead at Yorktown, Virginia, to wait and hope for naval support. They waited in

vain.

On October 18th, Cornwallis' army out of ammunition and supp​lies, their fortifications pounded to pieces and outnumbered

two to one, had no alternative than to request the Articles of Surrender.The following day legend records that the British drums and fifes played a sad tune ‑*The World Turned Upside Down' as the battle weary troops marched out of the encircle​ment. They laid down their arms and colours, thus effectively ending all further military operations in America.

Although the British were never forcibly dislodged from the main base at New York, the surrender at Yorktown was the real climax to the war. King George was inclined to continue and try and force the Americans into submission.but Parliament

* 'If summer were spring and t'other way round Th~ ~ 7 7 t h~ world would be u~side down'

voted instead in favour of discontinuing the war and seek a happy reconciliation with the revolted colonies'.

In November 1782 the provisional Articles for Peace were signed by the commissioners from both countries and on 2nd September 1783 the definitive Treaty formally ending the war was at last ratified.

The war had been a long and bitter struggle with the popul​ation divided in its loyalties. The British army, highly proficient and professional often defeated the Americans in a straight field engagement, but there were never enough troops to pacify the countryside. Military operations were often hampered by lengthy lines of communication and the ability in guerrilla tactics often adopted by the American rebels. Disasters befell both sides, but in the end patience and superior numbers coupled with the 'rebels' alliance with France,brought victory for the American cause.

 THE ROYAL LABORATORY

In the aftermath of the America War, a genuine desire sprang up in the more thoughtful artillery officer for improved scientific training. Armed science was felt to be the aim of study. Inventive genius should be encouraged and individual talent coaxed and rewarded.

The Master‑General,Lord Townsend (and later his successor The Duke of Richmond & Lennox) shared this view and leaned towards experienced officers including Captain Congreve,to implement the scheme; to improve the whole range of artillery science from explosives and gunnery to efficient transport​ation.

It was a programme that Congreve had time and again proposed, and when he was gazetted in March 1783 to Brevet Major, it provided him with the opportunity to carry it out, and in many instances extend it. Consequently he often included refinements in the professional instruction of young officers and men of the artillery without consulting his superiors.

In the past five years,Congreve had as Superintendent of the Repository undoubtedly improved the methods of mounting and dismounting ordnance,crossing obstacles and generally overcoming by resourcefulness difficulties which did not arise in the ordinary routine. He was credited with being the first to allot drill numbers to men of gun detachments to distinguish their particular roles ‑ a proposal he made twenty years earlier, and today an established regulation.

The regular 'Exercises' which were of especial importance to Gunners was extended to include moving heavy artillery pieces with the most simplest of mechanical aids under a variety of adverse weather conditions and terrain. He also

introduced new methods for removing abatis',palisades,chevaux​de‑frize and fraises from redoubts, and mounting light guns on a variety of transports including a sledge for travelling on ice.

In between all this flurry of improvement and training, Capt. cum Major Congreve did not forget his other responsibilities, that of gunpowder and firework manufacture at the Waltham Abbey Mill. He ordered weekly samples to be sent to Woolwich, to ensure they conformed to the high standard of quality and formula he had imposed. He also devised certain machinery

refinements to improve the grinding and blending processes and equipment for its handling.

Among these were machines capable of producing perfect cubical, cylindrical or spherical grains,whichever desired ‑ every grain of the exact shape and size as its predecessor. He also devised a means of granulating powder by pressing the mill cake into thin layers and using several toothed rollers to cut the layers into fine pieces, passing them through a series of sieves until all sizes were uniform. He also introduced a controlled method of mixing, by using a standard sized horizontal slit on each container,thereby ensuring the same quantity of powder was delivered each time the slit was opened. All these were important issues, for in wartime the Gunners required each shot fired~ to be repeatable in range and of explosive power.

In a Memorandum to William Pitt,dated 1796 and in reply to a question regarding gunpowder manufacture,Congreve stated that within two years of taking over control, he had raised the output from 3500 barrels per annum to 9000 barrels and within ten years to 20,000 barrels per annum.

Meanwhile,much had been learnt in the American War and several

improvements needed to be made. Field artillery of the 18th century for instance, was fundementally little different from that of the 16th century. It still comprised a heavy smooth​bored barrel, mounted on a ponderous two‑wheeled carriage, and loaded at the muzzle with powder and ball.

The rear end of the carriage (the trail) rested on the ground when the gun was in action, and when the piece was fired, the backward thrust of the explosion was transmitted down the

sloping trail and absorbed to some extent by the ground.

The gun barrel was aimed by traversing the carriage to one side or the other, and by elevating or depressing the barrel by means of hand levers, and firmly fixing the new position by placing a wooden wedge or 'quoin' beneath the breech.

It was a cumbersome manoeuvre, and invariably totally inadequate in placing the shot. Fortunately by the mid‑1780's the intro​duction of the target sight and the elevating screw handwheel for the lighter gun, did eliminate much of the guesswork and inaccuracy.

Another important advance was the spherical caseshot containing bullets with a bursting charge ‑ which was unsatisfactory in some respects, but nevertheless subsequently developed into the better known shrapnel shell and used with some success in the Napoleonic Wars, twenty years later.

Just these two examples illustrates that it was the age of invention, and in the art of gunnery, as in other directions science was busy with new contrivances. To ensure that these inventions and others like them were clearly understood, the Repository staff was expanded to include an experienced draughts​man to provide graphic illustrations.

In 1782, Colonel Hon.G.Napier succeeded Sir Charles Frederick as Comptroller of the Royal Laboratory,who had for many years

held this post as well as that of Surveyor‑General. Colonel Napier however was not keen on the appointment and requested an early release.

The following year he was replaced by Colonel Thomas Jones, _ But passages from the Orient in the 18th century took time to arrange, and in order to have some responsible official to take charge of the Royal Laboratory until Colonel Jones should arrive, Major Congreve was on the 9th April 1783 appointed Deputy/Acting Comptroller. The position as Surveyor‑General was not included.

The construction of a Royal Laboratory at Woolwich had begun in 1695, at a cost of f3000, which included a house for the chief storekeeper. A year later the Greenwich 'barne' (a former Laboratory) was removed from the Tilt‑Yard at Greenwich Palace(about five miles up‑river) and re‑erected within the precincts of the new Laboratory at Woolwich Warren. About the same time, a new directive was issued by the Board of Ordnance that 'all carriages and stores now at Deptford by Greenwich be removed to Woolwich Warren, and henceforth new ordnance and carriages be layed there'.

For several years cannons manufactured by private contractors had been allowed to proof them on the Warren Marshes. It seemed logical therefore to place proofing, powder testing and carriage making under one 'roof'.

Consequently in 1716 an even greater step forward was made when Sir John Vanbrugh (the Surveyor‑General) was commissioned to erect a 'Foundery for Brass Cannon'. The location in fact was ideal, both for its proximity to the Laboratory and to

                                     mould making.The building of the Foundry also coincided with the appointment of a Master Founder, Andrew Schalch ‑ a German‑Swiss journeyman, who

held the post for sixty years until his death in 1776.

From the mid‑18th century, the explosives laboratory, cannon manufacture and carriage department were each functioning under their respective master craftsmen, with the Master​General having overall responsibility.

In parallel position to that of Master Founder Schalch, was the office of Chief Firemaster of the Laboratory. From 1748 until his death in 1780, the post was held by Lt.General Desaguliers. He gave remarkable scientific approach to the art of warfare and was the first artilleryman to be elected a Fellow of the Royal Society.

In the late stages of the American War and the need for improved armament became essential, the Government considered that the daily running of the Warren would be better served by a battle experienced officer with 'some scientific or mechanical background'. In 1780 a new post 'Inspector of Artillery' was established with General Blomefield given responsibility at f360 per annum.

Certainly there was a need for military supervision over armament manufacture, for guns recently supplied to the naval and military services ‑ some cast at Woolwich by Verbrugen, had degenerated to a low point in quality.

Likewise from the day in 1783 that Congreve was appointed Deputy Comptroller of the Royal Laboratory at f200 per annum, he too concentrated on improving the quality and safety aspects of explosive mixtures. In the latter respect he learnt from an explosion that had occured in the Laboratory in 1779 and another at Faversham Powder Mills two years later. He immediately imposed very strict safety measures during every stage of manufacture and storage of gunpowder and filling the cartridge bags.

The Royal Laboratory employed mostly civilian labour who worked in separate rooms for chemical mixing,sulphur refining, paper drying etc.,as well as filling areas for bombs,carcases cartridges and fireworks for public service. In addition there were storehouses for lead‑balls and sandshot as well as work​rooms and areas for the coopers and tinsmiths. Generally the work was unpleasant and sickness not uncommon.

Early in 1783, Congreve was informed that his lease of East Combe House was to terminate. Apparently a new twenty year lease had been granted to John Hooke Campbell, Lord Lyon of Scotland, and he in turn had arranged to sub‑lease to Robert McCulloch, a Master of Chancery and former Loyalist expelled from the Carolina's.

Congreve whereupon negotiated to lease a nearby property from a Mr.Rose. Little, if anything, is known about the property​ Barn(field) House at Charlton, except that it was closer to The Village and the Statute Labour Rate was f24 per annum, paid in lieu of service on the Parish highways. Although considerably less in Rate assessment than the East Combe residence, it was in all probability just as commodious, but set within a garden, rather than a small estate.

In November 1783,Congreve was among a large number of Artillery officers at 'The Bull', Shooters Hill, Woolwich, to welcome home, Colonel Williams and his fellow officers, who had suffered in the four year seige at Gibralter. Present also were officers who had served with the Regiment in the Seven Year War, the American War and the engagements in the East and West Indies.In addition there were a number of guests whose deeds had attracted universal admiration.

'The Bull' served as a meeting place for large military gather​ings for many years, although by 1783, a Regimental Mess,

with its Resolutions, Subscriptions and Expenses had been est​ablished in the new Royal Artillery Barracks.

Initially it comprised no more than a single room and entrance hall, together with the necessary service rooms and kitchen.

Nonetheless it was the forerunner to the larger Mess constructed to accommodate the expansion of the Artillery Regiment during the mid‑nineteenth century. But of presentation plate there was none.

For the next decade there is only the occasional snippet relat​ing to Congreve. At the Royal Laboratory a new press was installed in 1784 for the experimental extraction of saltpetre; and two years later on Congreve's suggestion the roofs of the new proof houses were slated.

Congreve also made an appearance at the local Assizes, when John Day, a labourer employed at the Royal Laboratory was sentenced to a public whipping and four months imprisonment for stealing copper hoops from his place of work.

In July 1785, Congreve was promoted to Major and four years later on 27 May 1789 following the resignation of Colonel Jones, was appointed Comptroller of the Royal Laboratory at a salary of f300 per annum.

As a result of his new appointment, Major Congreve was instructed to attend King George lll's court at St. James the following month in order to be presented by the Master‑General, the Duke of Richmond. This was the usual custom for those newly appointed to a high office,to attend Court and show their allegiance to the Monarch by kissing the Royal hand.

Congreve had in fact met the King, formally and informally on several occasions. When His Majesty visited Woolwich in 1784, Colonel Jones, then Comptroller of the Royal Laboratory, introduced Congreve as, 'my energetic and enthusiastic Deputy'.

Apart from Congreve's military responsibilities at the Warren, his new appointment as Comptroller of the Laboratory gave him considerable jurisdiction in control of the powder factories at both Waltham Abbey and Chart-Royal at Faversham. In fact, within weeks,Congreve expressed deep indignation of the poor quality of powder being manufactured at Faversham and took drastic action by sacking two of the senior officials, and instigating new procedures.

During the years leading to further military campaigns, few details survive about Congreve's family residing at Charlton. The few that do make interesting reading;

Letter dated Febr.1785, from Molly(sister) living at Shrewsbury 

Dear Brother... 'the weather has been most severe, which is a great pity for William, on holiday. The river is almost froze over. Your son is engaged in looking for a complete suit of armour in lead for Tom and tonight is making him a shield  .. 'I think Mr. Roberts and his agent will prove themselves rogues...I am pretty certain in 1768 you let the farm to Roberts... '

Another letter from Molly, dated April 1785;

Dear Brother William... 'I shall bring your son with me to London, the Sunday before Whitsun... '

And household accounts from two of The Village shopkeepers can be a social revelation and interesting comparison with todays prices:

   May 1 78 4 Major Congreve.R.A.

         
Cheese 28 lbs. 

7s Op
(35p)

         
Goose



2s Op
(lOp)

   
Butter 81bs.

4s Op
(20p)

Flower (sic) 1 st.
7s 6p
(37p)


Turkey


3s 0p
(15p)


White Peas llb.

1 Op
(4p )

April 1788
Mrs. Congreve, Charlton

3 prs Lamb Gloves

4s 6p
(22p)


 
Kid Gloves


2s 2p (llp)

2 Sashes


13s Op (65p)

2yds French Muslin
8p (3p)

By 1788, the family  were firmly established among the local gentry. The two girls were very well known in The Village at Charlton and possibly in Greenwich.  They enjoyed the various social gatherings given by friends and regularly attended St. Luke's Parish Church services with their parents, seated in the family pew. Both Ann (Kitty) and Charlotte had obtained some ability in the arts through their various governess' and now stood on the threshold of womanhood. Reading, writing, French, Latin, needlework and regular walks filled their days. 

William the eldest son, was in his final 'crammers' hoping to be accepted into one of the College's at Cambridge to read science and law. Thomas, now aged eleven, was following in his elder brother's footsteps as a boarder of the Reverend Turner's seminary at Singlewell, near Gravesend.

 The previous year, the girls had listened with rapture their parents description of the reception given by Sir Thomas and Lady Wilson at Charlton House following the wedding of their eldest daughter Margaretta to Charles Spencer(Lord Arden). And later whispered excitedly when news of the Wilson's second daughter, impetuous Jane eloped with Spencer Perceval* a penniless but distinguished lawyer and younger brother of Lord Arden.

Following His Majesty George lll's recovery from illness in 1789, Congreve celebrated the event by giving a supper to

* Became Prime Minister. Assassinated in 1812.

fifty foremen and artificers of the Royal Laboratory at the 'Salutation 'Woolwich.

24
April
178 9
Supper for 50 pers.
3. 16.
6




11 Bowles Punch

2. 17.
9




lO galls Porter

   12.      3




22 Papper Tobacco

    2.      9




Brandy


            6




Total.







     £7.  9s      9d




The following year, expenses incurred by his eldest son was causing concern, and he demanded to know the reason:

  11 July 1 790.....

Dear Father.. 'I am as astonished as you are at the extravagant charge of Apothecary for the small quantity of medicine I took.  Was of my own seeking but not in the way you suspect, proceeded entirely from want of exercise and confining myself entirely to these abominable examinations.. tho.  little it was worth...I am sorry Father you are displeased and I beg your forgiveness...My love to Charlotte Kitty, Tom and Mother.. Your loving son, William'.

Early in 1791, Rebecca (Mrs Congreve) began to suffer with deteriorating health. Despite loving attention given by her husband and two daughters, her life rapidly ebbed away and she died on April 1st. aged fifty-two years.

Her funeral conducted by the Reverend Roper, was held a week later at the parish church of St.Luke', Charlton, where she had worshipped for several years. Her body  being laid in the Rector's vault. Two years later the coffin was resited when Congreve purchased a vacant vault.

Following the death of their mother, the two girls agreed to live with their aunt in Shrewsbury, where it appears they remained for three years. Meanwhile the two boys continued as boarders at Cambridge and Singlewell.

The bereaved Congreve remained at the house, served by a housekeeper, two man servants and a groom. It was said he bore the sad loss of his wife with fortitude and an increasing interest in solving a number of military and scientific problems associated with his work.

One problem, which had been worrying him, and several of his fellow officers was how to reduce the weight of gun carriages without loss in strength.

At the time, gun carriages throughout Europe comprised two long and heavy parallel baulks of timber known as 'brackets' which were set edgeways and braced by heavy blocks-'transoms', passing between them. Beneath the 'brackets' was the axle and 'trunnions' supporting the gun barrel. Numerous iron fittings and strappings to reinforce the timbers added to the already considerable weight. This made the whole carriage cumbersome and, as stated earlier, demanded great effort by two men with six-foot spikes to traverse it left or right.

Several attempts had been made to improve the design but with no real success until the block trail introduced by Congreve in 1792. This used a single pole structure, square in section, which replaced the long brackets, whilst the trunnions were supported by two short brackets bolted to the front part of the trail.  This design shifted the centre of gravity further forward allowing the trail and gun to be lifted and handled easier. In fact one man could lift the new Congreve trail with a single short hand-spike, and lay the gun far more quickly and accurately than when working

through two other crewmen. Another advantage lay in the gun carriage being able to reverse almost on its own ground.

Drawn by fewer horses, the newly designed gun carriages with their ammunition wagons could travel at the rate of ten miles per hour. A considerable advantage over former trains. The first guns to be fitted with Congreve's block trail were six-pounders and from the commencement was soon elaborated the Royal Horse Artillery, formed in 1793.

One of the main problems, which reduced the efficiency of the Regiment, was the use of hired civilian drivers to move the guns. Although the Companies of Artillery were a well organised and disciplined force - rightfully respected by Continental armies for their professional skills - they could not rely on the drivers and/or their horses. The gunners themselves were unmounted, and trudged along behind the guns. There was undoubtedly a requirement for faster moving and mobile artillery to complement the guns.

In 1759 after the battle of Minden, Frederick the Great had formed 'troops of horse artillery'. These were teams of horses driven by combatants on the near side with a limber and cannon attached by means of traces. Thirty years later the idea of a mobile gun company using army Gunners as drivers appealed to the Master General. Consequently Major Congreve's 'light'

block trail went a considerable way towards the birth of the Royal Horse Artillery.

It was therefore a great disappointment to Congreve that he was denied the skills of the Royal Horse Artillery and the lighter gun carriages in the early campaigns against France of which he was soon to play a leading part. In due course however, Congreve's patented trail was introduced into service with the British 6pdr and 9pdr guns during the

Peninsular War. The 12pdr and 24pdr howitzers had block trails from their inception. Existing examples can be seen in the Rotunda Museum at Woolwich.

REST OF PAGE 81 IS TWO LINE DRAWRINGS OF THE GUN DESCRIBED BELOW

The standard British light

gun of the Napoleonic

wars; the light 6 pdr.

This example, in the

Museum of Artillery in

the Rotunda, Woolwich,

has a barrel which was

cast in 1796 by

F. Kinman, and the

Congreve pattern carriage

is one of the very few

surviving original

examples

 THE FLANDERS CAMPAIGN

In December 1783, William Pitt the Younger, only twenty-four years of age, was named Prime Minister - technically First Lord of the Treasury and Chancellor of the Exchequer.

A sight to make surrounding nations stare, 

A kingdom trusted to a schoolboys' care.

But despite Pitt's youth and some personal faults, he became a great leader. An aloof man of considerable probity, he restored Britain's confidence after its wounding defeat by the American colonists through policies that brought peace and prosperity.

Knowing trade had to be protected he made the Navy an exception to his public economies, building several new ships of the line. Within seven years of her defeat, Britain, 'a second rate Power' according to the Emperor of Austria, had twice met her enemies toe-to-toe and twice made them back down.

In 1787 France supported Dutch republicans who wanted to overthrow the pro-British Prince of Orange. Pitt hired Hessian mercenaries and France backed down. Two years later Spain tried to enforce her traditional hegemony by seizing British ships and claiming sovereign rule over the entire Pacific. By May 1790, forty ships of the line were fully fitted for war, and South American revolutionaries were fomenting risings in the Spanish colonies. Spain withdrew her demands.

Pitt tried to keep Britain out of the European War that had blown-up in the wake of the French Revolution in 1792. The eventual campaign was not entered upon lightly or easily.

Britain had held aloof from the Russian and Austrian Royalist crusade which on the news of the dethronement of the House of Bourbon in France, set forth to repress the Revolution,

and impassively watched the defeat of the invaders, through lack of real determination.

It was only when the Revolutionary Army dashed into the Austrian Netherlands and gathered in strength to menace the independence of the Low Countries - ever England's predominant interest, that Britain felt compelled to have recourse to arms and ally herself with other countries and states against the common enemy of Europe.

There was no alarm at home, Britain was supreme at sea, the French fleet disorganised and enfeebled by the inroads of the Revolution. But France flush with recent success, declared war on England and Holland, ten days after King Louis XVl's execution. If England must fight, then Pitt wanted to fight at sea where she could strip France of her wealthy colonies.

But George 111 had his Hanoverian interests, his loathing for the French Revolution, and his place among kings to uphold. 

He prevailed upon Pitt to promise 40,000 men as Britain's contribution to the Flanders campaign, then being planned by a coalition of continental powers against Revolutionary France.  In numbers, Britain's army was contemptible when compared with the half-million men bearing arms for France. Britain had only 15,000 troops at home, and twice that number scattered around the world.  Parliament immediately authorised recruitment So, as in the American War, Britain hired Germans. Fourteen thousand of the King's Hanoverian Army were transferred to British payroll and another eight thousand Hessian mercenaries taken on contract.

Whilst naval predominance continued to overrun the French West Indian sugar islands, ruin French trade and squeeze her financially, the mediocre Flanders Expeditionary Force (many totally unfit for service) was assembled to serve the 

Duke Of York. The Duke (second son of George lll) was given command of the British force, and placed under the supreme command of the Austrian General, Prince Frederick of Saxe-Coburg. Even the Prince of Wales longed to join the action. He was already commissioned as a Colonel in the l0th Light Dragoons and the appointment had filled him with delight. He took his military duties very seriously, until his father adamantly refused his request to serve abroad. King George lll, the Prince of Wales and the Duke of York, who had recently completed seven years of military training with the Hanoverian Army were frequent visitors to the Repository to admire Congreve's mechanical and scientific skill with artillery pieces, and his ability to overcome difficulties. In that respect at the first Royal review of the newly formed Horse Artillery at Woolwich, a senior German officer who had accompanied His Majesty's entourage when asked his opinion of the gunnery, replied, 'Oh, please your Majesty, very fine, very good, but Mein Gottl they do not fire half fast enough Germans fire ten times faster'..His Majesty turned to Congreve and asked him why the British guns did not fire quicker and to beg if it could be done. Some weeks later, two guns were paraded and manned by the Horse Artillery, one of which was fired thirty times to the minute, the other twenty eight times. The same German officer witnessed the action and expressed his amazement at the rapid firing. Before he could discover the trick, the guns were limbered-up and driven away.  Congreve later revealed that the two guns were cast with twelve pounder metal and six pounder bore, with a small hole through the end of the cascable, in which was fixed a 

red hot iron rod; two men stood by the muzzle, and with cartridges fixed upon short sticks, threw them into the gun. When they touched the rod they went off as described.

Following this episode and at the special request of the Duke of York, Major Congreve was invited, through the MasterGeneral, to command the Artillery of the Expeditionary Forces going to the Low Countries. But it was not without uncertainty

8th April 1793. Major W. Congreve.....

 'Sir, Your letter 30th last month, that altho' gout in both feet you hoped to be able to serve. I wish to be informed if you really think such as to enable you to undertake command of Brigade of Artillery consisting of sixteen pieces of Ordinance for Field Service acting under H.R.H.Duke of York in Low Countries'....
Duke of Richmond, Whitehall,

10th April 1793. To the Master-General.

 'My Lord Duke...Much obliged Your Grace for your letter of this day offering me honour of commanding a Brigade of British Artillery under H.R.H. Duke of York. Change of air, Your Grace, has indulged me to attend sick daughter at Shrewsbury and has so much fitted my health that I gladly accept Your proposal. Only begs Your command relative to the business I can be employed upon '... Major W. Congreve.

On receiving authorisation for 'taking an Artillery Train' overseas - namely the sixteen pieces of ordnance, Congreve requested a Company of the Royal Horse Artillery, each Troop having its own drivers and horses - a complete unit.

In addition he requested cannons affixed to his recently improved designed carriages and ammunition wagons of the

type supplied to the Hanoverian Artillery as well as a greater number of ordnance than intended. He was turned down on all accounts. It wasn't necessary, the disorganised French forces would prove no opposition.

England officially declared war on France on 11th February 1793, and the first section of the 'Artillery Train' of 120 men (No.2 Coy.lst Battn) under the command of brevet Major Wright, departed from England with an Infantry Corps in March.

The main body of artillery with Major Congreve (brevet LieutColonel ; 21.March 1793)* in command embarked from Woolwich on the 10th May. It comprised a total of 236 men and 114 civilian drivers. It was also described as an un-established wagon train proceeding on active service, for included in the group were twenty women and twenty-three children.

Eventually there were six companies of Royal Artillery in the Flanders campaign, supported by two bomb vessels - 'Terror' and 'Vesuvius'. Major Wright's small force having linked up with the Guards and Hanoverian forces at Brugge, set out for Tournai and St.Armand, and soon overcame the two French forward positions.

At the time the French forces under a divided command were widely dispersed along a line from Sambre Valley to Dunkirk as an attempt to cover every possible avenue of invasion by the Allies.

The Duke of Saxe-Coburg, the Austrian Generalissimo had drawn up his plan of campaign before the Duke of York and his main force arrived. He planned to advance against the French fortified camp at Famars, outflank the fortress of Valenciennes, capture the strong places to the east and make a decisive advance on Paris.

Upon hearing the plan, the British Government proposed instead

* Substantive 30 July 1793

a more tangible gain to support our military presence in the Netherlands. A compromise was subsequently agreed ; namely to capture Famars and storm Valenciennes. When completed the British contingent (7000 men) should be permitted to capture Dunkirk, on the grounds that this base for French privateers must be eliminated.

The first part of the amended plan was carried out without too much difficulty. Famars and other French outposts were quickly overtaken and the fortress of Valenciennes laid to seige by late May.

Lt.Colonel Congreve soon realised that to make any impact on the fortress, the artillery must be grouped together.

Consequently he made a request to the Duke of York for some of the guns to be released from the Infantry Divisions and grouped in batteries for the bombardment. Very reluctantly it was eventually agreed.

Then for two months the Allied armies remained outside the fortress; occasionally bombarding, sapping and mining, but suffering more from boredom than from the enemy. Likewise the British public read or heard about these exercises with a growing sense of tedium.

On the 28th July however, following a successful storming by infantrymen, the Vauban fortress capitulated. The accolade for the attack had undoubtedly been due to the grouped artillery batteries at La Briquette, which had raked the ramparts with intense accuracy.

Almost as soon as Valenciennes had fallen, with all the antique pageantry of paraded colours, massed bands and ragged disspirited sansculottes shuffling out, the British Government ordered preparations for the attack on Dunkirk.

The dramatic painting by P.J.de Loutherbourg of 'The Surrender 

of Valenciennes'* shows a group of senior officers, including Congreve, listening to the Duke of York. Congreve standing on the fringe, wears an unusual black feathered or fur crowned 'busby style' felt top hat, with a large black rosette on the left-hand side. The artist, de Loutherbourg, made in fact several sketches of the Duke of York's Expedition to the Low Countries, some of which are preserved in the British Museum.

On September 25th 1793, Congreve received notification of Royal Assent to the full rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. R.A.

The campaign appeared to be progressing well for Britain and her Allies. Added to which, several cities in the south of France had revolted against the Republican government, and at Toulon, the British Mediterranean Fleet were invited to occupy the naval base. Thus the greatest arsenal in France and thirty ships of the Line, passed into the hands of a British fleet of only twelve. When the news reached England, people could hardly believe their ears.

It also threw the Government into a quandary. Should they continue with the Flanders campaign ?  Enlarge the Toulon garrison for a new offensive in the south ?  Or expand the Expeditionary Force for a campaign in the West Indies ?.

Meanwhile, once the surrender formalities had been completed at Valenciennes, the British Army now totalling 34,000 men artillery and infantry, marched towards Menin and Dunkirk, to find the route a difficult task.

The heavy gun carriages, ammunition and forage wagons were of such cumbersome construction, coupled with inexperienced drivers - either civilians or men from the infantry, that progress was far too slow. Consequently the order was given to reduce their weight to such extent which made the fire

* Original in possession of Lady Hesketh.

power, all but useless. They certainly encumbered the troops who were compelled to drag the heavy guns along, in a country intersected with ditches, hedges and walls. As expected many of the gun carriages broke and were abandoned.

Two minor but successful actions did however take place during the march towards the coast; but the attack on Dunkirk proved a failure. The Duke was badly supported by his Allies when requesting reinforcements, and received little or no assistance from the Navy. They in fact were busy in the Mediterranean endeavouring to support the marines at Toulon, which was eventually recaptured by the French Republicans under their artillery commander, Napoleon Bonaparte.

The capture of Dunkirk, was intended by Pitt as a bargaining unit for discussion with the Allies. Instead, the French noting the Duke of York's precarious position, had ample time to send a large army from the south.

The British had to retreat. Certainly in good order, but left behind thirty-two heavy guns intended for the seige. By the end of October it was apparent that the war, as far as the British were concerned, must be purely a defensive one and retreated towards Ostend.

It was on a Flanders field that Congreve brought a further example of his ingenuity into play. To improvise a means of signalling, he had two opposite sides of the sails of a windmill removed, and was thus able to make signals with the two remaining arms.

In spite of a very successful attack on Marchiennes, where the enemy lost twelve cannon and over 2000 men, winter came upon the Allies in a very different frame of mind from that in which they had commenced the campaign. They did not however totally despair,  but  resolved  to be  fully prepared to commence with

even greater vigour than ever for the campaign of 1794.

On April 15th 1794, the Allies now with a united strength of 187,000 men reopened the long awaited spring campaign. They advanced from their winter positions with steady leisure injudiciously divided into eight long columns to march on different points; the fourth and fifth columns being under the command of the Duke of York.

The object of the two 'British' columns was to attack and capture the village of Vaux, of which they were successful two days later. Major-General Abercromby and Sir Wm. Erskine commanded the columns, whilst Lt.Colonel Congreve commanded the Artillery, whose well directed fire on that day has been acknowledge by all writers. The French lost thirty pieces of Artillery.

On the 26th, the British again completely defeated the French, who had taken up position at Troisville, from which they were dislodged by the well directed fire of 26 pdrs. under Congreve's command. Thirty five guns and 300 prisoners including General Chapuy, the French commander, were the fruits of this victory. On the 16th May the whole Allied force made a forward movement and drove the French back several miles. But at Mouvaix and Tourcoing they made a determined stand and surrounded the British with an overwhelming force. The Duke of York's army resorted to a daring alternative of retreating through the enemy's lines, but suffered a considerable loss in troops and equipment. During the retreat, Congreve lost three horses, which had cost him well over one hundred pounds - a sum he later claimed from the Government without success.

Hardly had Pitt announced in Parliament the armies retreat and losses, when news of Admiral Howe's naval victory on the 'Glorious First of June' reached the government and sent mobs

# # # # #

rampaging in celebration through the streets of London.

Three weeks later, despatches from Flanders continued to tell of how the Allied armies were being driven back, and in the general retreat, Valenciennes and other fortresses were being left to fall into French hands. The retreat continued until in late July, after passing through Ostend, Nieuport and Antwerp, the British forces parted from the Austrians.

The indiscipline of the British army in retreat can be excused only by their shameful lack of ordinary medical and supply services. As they passed through Holland they received little help from the Dutch and a great deal of opposition from the pro-French party amongst them. Within days the French swept in hordes into Holland with new confidence.

On reaching Antwerp, Lt.Colonel Congreve who had been suffering with a heavy fever for several days, was advised to return to England at the earliest opportunity. Many times during the weeks of convalescence at his London apartment in Arundel Street, he must have sought the reasons for the retreat. Had he failed his country, or had his country failed him ?.

It was later admitted that the 1793/95 Flanders Campaign was a disastrous failure caused by atrocious political stupidity and mismanagement at home, and an almost total collapse of the supply system serving the troops in the field.

During the harsh winter - one of the worst ever recorded in Europe, and with no further recruitment of mercenaries apparent, the unfortunate Duke already the victim of ministerial disparagement struggled with his inadequate and ill-organised troops to co-operate with his distrustful allies.

The British Army behind the river Waal, were back where they had started eighteen months before. No wonder the ditty ran....

The grand old Duke of York,

He had ten thousand men,

He marched them up a great high hill, 

Then marched them down again.

The army felt neglected and forgotten. Its boots were worn out and its uniforms stained and ragged. Everything that could make an efficient fighting force was lacking except courage.

With more than half its infantry down with typhus, wounds and exposure, and with Dutch traitors and French agents within its lines, the British army could only pin its hopes on some remedial action by the government. But none was forthcoming. Instead came extreme cold remembered for years afterwards.  The frozen waters ceased to be a barrier as the ice packed. To avoid annihilation the outnumbered British and Hessian forces retreated across the icy wastes into North Germany. Discipline vanished as the troops engaged in pitched battles around the scarce bread wagons.

All hope now vanished. In March the government reluctantly Weser to evacuate them. A month later the disillusioned infantry embarked at Bremen;a small force remaining behind to protect Hanover.

The Pitt government had thus clearly failed to achieve the object for which it had gone to war, the security of Flanders. 

The French were now all along the coast of the Low Countries and preparing for the invasion of England.

So ended in disaster one of the few discreditable episodes in the British Army's history. The main responsibility for the disaster must however lie on the shoulders of the government who sent overseas an army unfitted for its work, neglected to provide it with the essentials for success and finally left it to starve and freeze for the want of the bare necessities of existence.

 ATTACK AND DEFEND

Despite expulsion from the Netherlands, Britain, and for a while, Austria, stayed in the war, whilst others - Prussia, Holland, Luxemburg and Sweden submitted to France.

Pitt resolved to keep the army out of Europe, safe behind the shield of the Royal Navy. Consequently for a few years British ships were a rare sight in Mediterranean waters when Spain joined the war as France's ally. But Pitt began selecting naval officers of the right type, and they through a series of victories restored Britain's power. It also stamped on the mind of Europe an indelible impression that England's navy was invincible.

In 1795, Lt.Colonel William Congreve having recovered from the fever contracted whilst serving in Flanders, obtained a lease on a large dwelling with coach-house, stables, granary and outbuildings, set in six acres of pleasure garden and pasture, fronting Charlton Road between Blackheath and Charlton Villages.

The property was in fact, only a few yards from his two previous homes - 'East Combe' and 'Barn Cottage' The rent was £73 per annum which indicates it was a family house of fair size. E. Hasted in 'History of Kent. Hundred of Blackheath ',Edited in 1886, described the property as 'old fashioned'. It has been suggested that the house was formerly known as 'Mascalls' and

many years later with considerable modifications, 'Little Combe' Once the leasing details had been finalised, Congreve's two daughters, Charlotte and Catherine (Kitty) returned from their aunt's residence at Shrewsbury to 'keep house'.

Having settled into his new home, Congreve compiled a manuscript in book form,(now held in the National Army Museum Library)

titled, 'List of Materials for Bridges and Troughs Constructed by Col. Wm. Congreve in 1794 for use of the Duke of York's Army in Flanders'. The book contains several sketches of bridges, platforms, troughs, pontoons, carriages and corracles. Gunners (and Engineers) are shown carrying troughs and boards wearing the bicorne hat with a large feather adornment. In their free hand is a musket, presumably in readiness for any unexpected attack. Of interest, a model of Congreve's portable pontoon for conveying guns and stores over ditches etc., is preserved in the Royal Artillery Institution at Woolwich.

With two 'marriageable' daughters, it is not surprising that a number of soiree's and dinner gatherings took place at the Congreve house 'Mascalls', to which many presentable young army officers and eligible sons of important and wealthy families were invited.

The two girls undoubtedly enjoyed the social scene and invitations to attend events at other local and London houses soon arose, coupled no doubt with many tempting offers of marriage. In that respect, it was from her home at Charlton on the l9th January 1796, and just two days short of her birthday, that Charlotte was married to Captain Joseph Maclean R.A.* then stationed at Woolwich.

The ceremony was conducted by the Reverend John Coates, the Officiating Minister of St.Luke's Church, Charlton Village. As expected it was a glittering occasion despite the very inclement weather, embellished by the splendour of many military uniforms.

Fifteen months later the pattern was repeated when Kitty (Ann Catherine) the elder daughter was married on 21st March 1797 to John Henry Powell Schneider, Gentleman, resident of Bridewell. This marriage was also solemnized at St. Luke's Church, Charlton

  * Later, General Sir J. Maclean R.A.(1774-1845)

Village, with the Reverend John Coates again officiating. On this occasion the wedding was enhanced by the presence of Ann's younger brother, Thomas, resplendent in his new uniform having recently been accepted as an Ensign in H.M.lst Foot Guards.

Between the two marriages, Congreve's steps of promotion continued. He was gazetted to brevet Colonel on 3rd.May 1796 and to the full rank of Colonel on the 25th September the same year.

The well deserved promotion gained in his fifty-third year was due in no small measure to the newly appointed MasterGeneral, Lord Cornwallis. He was a great believer in the principle of reward for merit. Not only those who were actively engaged in the service, but also to those who had given the best years of their lives for King and Country.

Since the surrender of the British forces at Yorktown in the American War, Lord Cornwallis who was 'technically still a prisoner' had returned home and suffered several ignominies before being offered 'Supreme Commander of all Civil and Military Affairs' in India. In 1795 he returned home from the land of Moghul's and Princes with high praise, and stepped into the vacant office of Master-General.

The government had meanwhile, taken steps to re-strengthen and restore confidence in the army, but had met with a series of setbacks in their early endeavours.

One attempt was to capture all the French islands in the West Indies, but failed through the devastation of yellow fever and other diseases. Another was an insane expedition into North Holland to precipitate an imaginary counter revolution. Fortunately the British admiral blockading the Dutch ports sent the troops home again. Saddest by far however, was the invasion of Holland by a large Anglo-Russian force in 1799.

This turned into a complete fiasco. Once again the supply lines failed to materialise, coupled with the inexperience of the young militiamen used in the campaign.

During these abortive attempts and as a result of Cornwallis' and Pitt's determination, the Secretary for War and the Board of Ordnance had reluctantly agreed to the employment of senior Artillery and Engineer Officers on the Army Staff. Several officers also obtained permission to change their titles, and one of those - 'Commandant of the Woolwich Garrison.' For a few weeks in the summer of 1797, Congreve held the title, prior to the appointment of General Lloyd to the post.

Congreve continued his work on improving the artillery and number of design proposals. One was blockhouses to be erected at port entrances ; another was cannonade batteries for the defence of the coast. And in conversation with his eldest son during one of his rare visits, that with his scientific knowledge gained at Cambridge, might suggest other forms of explosive destruction that would keep Napoleon and his French hordes from our shores.

A further example of Colonel Congreve's activity was the design for a 'Vesuvious Bomb Vessel' using specially adapted cannonades. During most of the eighteenth century, the main armament of a bomb vessel, bomb ketch or simply H.M.Bomb ship comprised 10 inch and 13 inch sea-mortars and a few 

6pdr. guns for their defence. Congreve's design was for the armament to be replaced with cannonades. They were lighter, shorter and had a thinner wall than guns. They did suffer with a reduced range, but this was more than compensated by the increased firepower. His cannonades were also said to have less recoil and far steadier during several firing tests.

It was in March 1797 whilst returning from Portsmouth with

one of his sons (probably the eldest, William) having witnessed the 'Vesuvious Carronade' trials, that their chaise was attacked. According to Congreve, '.. three footpads arose from a pit at the side of the road near Four Mile Common at about quarter past the seven hour...My son in anger, fired a pistol at the miscreants, who rapidly decamped'. In a letter to his sister of the attack, he wrote, ' I have reason to think that one of the villians was injured as he lodged the contents of his pistol into the door of the chaise. In the affray the postilion was wounded and one horse rendered unserviceable'...

The turn of the century was a time of high endeavour and growing activity tempered by the difficulties inherent in war.

The ever increasing rise in the cost of living was becoming a serious factor in the lives of the poorer classes, and the scarcity of bread which drove up the price to unprecedented heights affected industrial workers to a degree. To afford some relief to his workers at Faversham, Waltham and Woolwich, Colonel Congreve - whose salary as Comptroller was now f360 per annum, asked the Board of Ordnance in January 1801, whether the men employed could have their increased emoluments continued for a further period. The Board aware of the circumstances, agreed to an extra day's pay per week - an arrangement granted to senior persons employed in other government establishments.

The period coincided with vigorous assaults on French possessions in Egypt and the destruction of the Danish fleet at Copenhagen. By those two actions, Britain proved that Napoleon's forces could not beat them. Conversely the Dutch ports to which the Duke of York's army had sailed to protect in 1793 had been in French hands for over six years, and the Austrian Netherlands incorporated within France even longer.

This proved that conquering Europe's mainland was beyond the

English, as that of conquering the British fleet was beyond France. Summing up eight years of military contest with Revolutionary France (1793-1801) was a few glorious but forgotten episodes and a dreary catalogue of half successes and disastrous failures.

On the other hand, in the northern seas as in the southern oceans, the arm of Britain by 1801 was omnipotent. French, Spanish, Dutch and Danish ships had been shattered, but France still dominated half of Europe. Recognising their respective limits, the politicians of England and France finally paused in March 1802 to sign the peace Treaty of Amiens.

In April 1802, Colonel Congreve progressed further in his military career when he was promoted to the rank of MajorGeneral, Royal Artillery.  It is recorded that his promotion was due to not only having served with honour in several battles, but had much influence upon the progress of military science. The event was celebrated in grand style by his fellow officers, the male members of his family as well as close friends and associates at the Artillery Mess and at his home in Charlton.

A month later one of the saddest days in Maj. Gen. Congreve's life occurred. Fire broke out at Woolwich Warren in three places simultaneously. The cause at the time was not known, but a mass of combustible material was later discovered which strongly indicated arson. Discontent and disaffection were hereditary failings in government works, although the Warren workmen were treated with greater consideration than many industrial workers elsewhere.

The fires rapidly spread and a number of storehouses containing a vast amount of material was destroyed. Damage estimated at over £200,000 included the Repository which contained numerous models of bridges, fortifications, guns, carriages etc..

Only a few models apparently escaped damage due to the courage of two artillery men who dashed into the blazing building to save them. In a historical sense the loss of these miniature models, the result of twenty years work was considerable, although in recent years, rarely used for training purposes. In other words they were museum pieces and in time might be replaced.

Meanwhile the unstable equilibrium established by the Peace Treaty of Amiens could not long endure before the constant pressure of Napoleon's restless attempts to extend the dominion of France and the counter measures taken by England, brought renewed hostilities in May 1803.

During the previous month, Napoleon had assembled his 'Grande Armee' on the French coast, with a flotilla of boats to ferry them across the Channel. But against him stood first and foremost the British fleet, and secondly the resolute but inadequate armed forces of the country. ' Let us be masters of the Channel for six hours'.. Napoleon wrote, 'and we shall be masters of the world'..

The Arsenal at Woolwich was placed on a war footing and efforts made to increase production in ammunition and guns. Should the invasion materialise, the accumulated stores were to be shipped to Birmingham via the Grand Union Canal. Arrangements were also made for the Queen and her Court to remove to Worcester where gold from the Bank was to be stored, whilst the King and the Cabinet would set up Parliament at Chelmsford.

Meanwhile, efforts were rapidly made to recruit an Army of Reserve to fill the gaps in the regular units, whilst recruiting for the Militia and Volunteers pressed forward with renewed vigour.

Pitt, who had fallen from power shortly before the Peace of

Amiens Treaty, returned to office in May 1804 and immediately turned his attention to raising a greater number of Militiamen by means of parish quota's. In most cases they eventually became the Second Battalions of many Line Regiments.

The Royal Regiment of Artillery had also expanded. A Fifth Battalion had been added in 1794 and a Sixth five years later.

In 1801 the Irish Artillery (officially raised in 1756) was disbanded and of its twenty Companies, six transferred to a new Seventh Battalion. The Eighth, Ninth and Tenth Battalions were formed in 1803,1806 and 1808 respectively.

This huge expansion in men and equipment forced encroachments to be made onto the Charlton and Woolwich Commons, extending from the partly constructed Royal Artillery Barracks. Greater space was necessary for drilling the new recruits, whilst insufficient accommodation had driven many of the married men with families, to camp out on the Common. Many were later given permission to construct unsanitary but substantial mud huts. Appalled by the depressive conditions these families were living, Dame Lady Wilson of Charlton House had them rebuilt as brick cottages. They survived until 1875.

The Board of Ordnance also acquired more land bordering Woolwich Common from local owners - John Bowater, Mark Noble and Dame Lady Wilson. Today, this comprises the Barrack Field, Gun Park and the Repository grounds - the latter in fact was formerly Mr. Bowaters residential property 'Mount Pleasant'.

These purchases also allowed the remaining portion of the Royal Artillery barracks to be completed. Though built at different periods, the two wings are symmetrical, united in the centre by a massive stone triple archway having its skyline broken by the Royal Arms and military trophies. The building provides a frontage of almost 1000 feet, and is capable

of accommodating over 4000 men.

One of a number of streams that ran down from.nearby Shooters Hill, crossed the Common and flowed into the well-wooded Repos​itory grounds. In fact, it formed part of the boundary between the Charlton and Woolwich parishes. The stream was dammed to form a large lake, and became a useful addition for military exercises,  providing practice in gun movement,  pontooning and bridge  construction  etc.  across water,  - ideal  training  for Gunners and Engineers as well as Officer-Cadets from the nearby expanding Royal Military Academy.

A simple wooden weather-boarded building was also erected in the grounds, to house the models that had escaped the devastating fire at the Warren. This included the magnificent scale model of the  'Rock of Gibralter', constructed by two Gunners during the recent seige.

As expected, with the massive expansion of the Royal Artillery Regiment a considerable number of promotions and other respon​sibilities  occured.  Major-Gen Congreve  was  no  exception.  On the 12 September 1803,in addition to his other duties, he became Colonel Commandant of the 8th.Battn. Royal Artillery.

The grief he had felt over the loss of his wife Rebecca, had largely faded in the passage of time. He also had the joy of grandchildren from Charlotte's and Kitty's marriages to console him. In addition he became godfather to many children of comm​issioned and non-commissioned officers under his command.

As Colonel Commandant of the Battalion,  Congreve was present at many social events, both locally and elsewhere.  It was at one of these functions he was first introduced to Mrs Julia Eliz​beth Eyre, widow of Major-General Eyre, late Foot Guards, and daughter of Daniel Olivier, a wealthy London merchant and former resident of nearby Blackheath. In fact, Mrs Eyre had been born there in 1754

Mrs Eyre and Major-General Congreve had similiar interests and struck an immediate friendship that within two months of their meeting, matrimony was proposed and accepted.

The marriage took place at All Saints Church (later known as Chelsea Old Church)  on 2nd January 1804,  with officers  from the Royal Artillery Regiment and Foot Guards, forming a military guard of honour.

For  a  few weeks  they  resided at the bride's former home in Cheyne Walk, Chelsea, whilst the Charlton house was undergoing refurbishment.  Once  the work had been completed the new Mrs Congreve soon settled into her changed surroundings,  as well as her role as the Commandant's wife, by taking an active inter​est in the welfare of Artillerymen's wives and families, under her husband's command.

The expansion of the armed forces led naturally to calls for more  ammunition  in the war against Napoleon.  Records  reveal many requests to the Master-General from Congreve for manufact​uring machinery and buildings to house them. Laboratory accomm​odation at the Warren became pressing, and the original Labor​atory Square was extended towards the river.

Part of the original Laboratory building of 1696, reconstructed and enlarged in 1802 after the disastrous fire, remains today under a Grade 11 Listed Buildings Conservation Order. Although Congreve deserves some recognition for the rebuilding and expan​sion of the Royal Laboratory,  considerable credit must justi​fiably be given to an Army Engineer, Lt-General Millar.

We  are also  afforded  the  first  glimpse  of  the  new Congreve rocket on 29th April 1805, a weapon which its inventor consid​ered would  probably  supercede  the  gun.  On that  day,  Major​General  Congreve,  Comptroller  of  the  Royal  Laboratory,  was

ordered to provide William Congreve, his son,"such assistance as might be required in preparing the different articles so far as their provision is connected with the Laboratory". The Board also directed that when the rockets are ready, various firing positions are to be made for Mr.Congreve's invention.

On August 30th 1805.,  the Comptroller was informed that the experiments with rockets were to be carried out, and the assis​tance of the Royal Laboratory would be required. All the exper​iments would be explained by the inventor. The Inspector of Artillery was also ordered to provide a shed near the old proof butts as a temporary workshop, and render any aid that his staff and that of the Royal Brass Foundry could give.

The rocket inventor, Mr.William Congreve, brought a powerful imagination to bear on his project, and an account of his work is given later.

In June 1805,  King George 111 had again visited the Warren. He asked how the place got its name,  and how inappropiate it was in view of all the ammunition, guns and stores lodged there and suggested changing it to the 'Arsenal'. The Master ​General  admitted  the  justice  of  the  idea,  and immediately adopted it; henceforth therefore in compliment to His Majesty' suggestion, the Warren was called 'The Royal Arsenal'.


THE SUMMIT WITH HONOURS

Early in 1805, Russia and Austria joined Britain to form the Third Coalition, and made preparations for an attack on French soil.  Napoleon seeing the storm clouds gathering,  drew his army away from the coast and in a magnificent campaign defeat​ed a large part of  the Austrian and Russian armies at Ulm and Austerlitz,  forcing  the  former to accept  peace  terms. It appeared everything was lost before it had begun! 

Fortunately,  England had a new Field Commander, General Sir Arthur Wellesley,  but better known by his later title, the Duke of Wellington.  In September 1805, Maj.Gen. Congreve was instructed to escort Sir Arthur round the Royal Laboratory and Repository. The two men had much in common, for Wellesley commanded a Line Regiment during the 1793/4 Flanders campaign, before his brilliant series of achievements in India. No doubt also the Generals and fellow officers conversed a great deal about French tactics at  the dinner held in the Regimental Mess that evening.

In an effort to re-establish the position in Europe, the govern​ment decided to send two expeditions; one to the Elbe to recover Hanover,  the other to Naples in Italy. Between them they achieved very little,  for within a few weeks of semi-idleness, both returned without drawing the main enemy. Napoleon aiming to capture one of the returning convoys dispatched his navy to intercept - orders which sent the fleets of France and Spain to their final disaster at Trafalgar. Attempts were also made by the British government on French possessions in South America, where the Royal Artillery comp​anies fought bravely under adverse conditions, and the   ill-​fated Walcheren expedition which came to a disastrous end through a heavy toll of sickness and fever.

On the other hand there were successes. This was the surrender of the Danish fleet at Copenhagen which was bombarded until the Danish government were forced to capitulate.

Back at the Royal Arsenal, whilst all this action had been taking place, Congreve was expressing concern about the danger of storing the ever increasing tonnage of  explosives.  The area was limited and the distances between the various store​houses too close in the event of an accident. 'Better be safe than  sorry'  was  his  maxim.  Consequently he instructed all the bulk powders to be kept in floating magazines anchored in the Thames at Gallion's Reach. Lightning conductors were also affixed to the vessels - a wise precaution, when several houses in Woolwich were subsequently struck during a severe storm.

To meet the increasing demand for small arms ammunition, new buildings were erected to house the growing number of melting pots to cast the lead bullets.  It was undoubtedly a period of intense activity.

Congreve also invented a 24 pdr. medium gun of 7'6" length, considerably less in weight but having the same fire-power as 32pdr. guns currently used by the Navy. Seven hundred of these special guns were subsequently cast, and the Navy Board granted Congreve £100 per annum for his invention.

He also proposed a novel method of mounting naval guns, by suspending them with slings from the beams of the deck above.

This  tended to deaden the recoil and consequently of less shock to the ship. Another was the mounting of ten-inch mortars on special carriages to absorb the heavy recoil.

In Congreve's presence a number of the gun trials were carried out on the 'Experiment' and the 'Project' - two vessels built for a specific purpose at Woolwich Dockyard in 1804.  By the

absence of further production,  it can only be presumed that on this occasion Congreve 's recoil proposals failed to satisfy the naval authorities.

In the autumn of 1807, Portugal the old ally of Great Britain was attacked and Lisbon occupied by French troops.  In the spring of the following year, Napoleon finally persuaded the King of Spain to renounce his throne, and sent his own brother Joseph Bonaparte to Madrid to be crowned.

Napoleon's aggression gave Britain a worthy opportunity of championing those countries,  and thus began the Peninsular War,  which for  six years engaged a  quarter million French troops and was one of the main causes for Napoleon's event​ual defeat in 1814.

As  expected,  the Peninsular War began to make considerable demands on the workshops at  the Royal Arsenal.  Although a subsidiary campaign to the main struggle in Europe, it never​theless needed munitions like any other theatre of war. Consequently the production records that emerge are of Major-General Congreve's desire to maintain a high standard in both quality and output.  There was also increasing co-operation with his scientific minded elder son in the development of rocketry,  including the equipment to convey the new weapon, and to fire them.

Credit for improving rocket warfare, both in theory and design, must undoubtedly go to William Congreve Junior,  but it is diff​icult to establish who between father and son was responsible for  the rocket  launchers used in the Boulogne and Scheldt expeditions.

In April  1808  and  in his  sixty-sixth year,Congreve Senior reached the summit of his army career when he was promoted Lieutenant-General. The occasion was marked with a grand cele​bration

dinner in the Regimental Mess, attended by over sixty officers and guests. Throughout the evening, music was prov​ided by the Royal Artillery Band under their bandmaster Herr Eishenherdt. It has been suggested that several officers cont​ributed to a  special Mess Fund to mark Lt.Gen.  Congreve' s promotion, and a Communion Plate for the new R.A.Chapel was purchased, but there is no real evidence to support it.

A portrait of Lt.General Congreve by James Lonsdale a Royal Academy painter, was however commissioned by the Prince Regent. It shows Congreve in uniform with insignia of rank, against a background of light field guns on a pontoon over water. In the foreground, a document bearing the words 'R.A.Repository' lies upon a pile of ammunition cases.*

From about the time of the large scale Walcheren expedition in  1809,  which ended in complete disaster,  Lt.Gen. Congreve began to complain of severe pains in the leg. Whether it was a result of the wounds received in the American War, or that he was displaying considerable weight  increase due perhaps to creature comforts, is not known. Whatever the reason it began to affect his daily movements, causing him to leave the general running of the Royal Laboratory, Gunpowder factories and the Repository as well as his military duties as Commandant of the 8th. Battn. Royal Artillery to his subordinates.

Nevertheless he was still able to attend the occasional dinner in the R.A. Mess, and was present  when the first 'glee' was performed. In fact the event so delighted the officers present that  they were determined to promote the cultivation of a full choir.

Shortly after  the singing class was  formed,  a concert was given in honour of the Prince Regent who had arrived at the Mess having visited Lt..General Congreve at Charlton. The Prince

*
Royal Collection, Windsor Castle.

was  informed that  some of the bandsmen were good singers. He requested them to sing his current favourite cantata, ' 'The Pam of Derby' and  he  would  assist.  The band were  not  only delighted with the honour of providing the music and singing with the Prince,  but charmed beyond measure with his voice and the artistic manner in which he executed his bass part.

Congreve's health was continuing to cause some concern, despite making little of it. In that respect he had the comfort and care bestowed by his wife Julia. On one occasion he was in bed and unable to join his guests, when the Prince Regent accomp​anied by several friends, had called by arrangement for lunch. After partaking of Congreve's hospitality and washing it down with an ample supply of good wine, the Prince and his party departed without expressing his thanks to the host in person.

On being told the Prince had left for London, General Congreve exclaimed,'Well,well ,who would have thought the first Gentleman of Europe would have acted so

After many months of ill-health Congreve began to show consid​erable improvement and by the spring of 1812 returned to his many duties.  During his period of confinement he had taken great interest in the conduct of the war in Spain, the various political and scientific activities of his eldest  son,  the military career of his youngest and the effervescence displayed by his grandchildren when his daughters chose to visit.

On 3rd December 1812, Wm.Congreve Jnr. wrote to Lord Sidmouth (responsible  for putting forward names of persons who have rendered important  service to the country)  requesting that the title of Baronet be conferred upon his father with expense to the Tory Party and fees paid by the Government. He also solicited the Prince Regent’s assistance in the proposal.

On December 7th 1812, Lt.General Wm.Congreve R.A. was created

a Baronet - taking the title 'CONGREVE of WALTON co..STAFFORD' The Prince Regent is believed to have supported the proposal for  Lt.Gen.Congreve  to  receive  a  title,  and without  doubt it was due to his influence that the Baronetcy fees - which were considerable, were waived in view of Congreve 's valued services to King and Country.

On being created a Baronet, Congreve was required to record and register his  pedigree with the Royal College of Arms. In return he received his Letters Patent and Heraldic Armorial Bearings :-

CONGREVE of WALTON co.STAFFORD

Arms
Sable (black); a chevron between 



three battle axes,argent(silver)on 



a escutcheon of pretence, a tree in

 


full leaf.

Crest
A falcon,wings expanded proper.

Motto
Persevere

'Non Moritur Cujus Fama Vivit'

(He does not die whose fame may survive)

As  expected,  Lt.General  Sir  William Congreve  Bt.  received in  the  weeks that  followed many letters of congratulation from relatives, friends  and  fellow officers.  But  one which gave him infinite pleasure coupled with equal sadness, was from his younger son, Thomas.

2 July 1813   Verdun,France.

Dear Father,  'I see that you have got some promotion and that you are made a Baronet. I hope you are well and I wish you joy and live many years. I am in good health,  a prisoner in Verdun,  but the Commander is a very good man and the English have nothing to complain of.  When Thomas, my son is eleven years old, I should like to send him to England, but would not wish to be

parted from him.  Mr .Schneider may take him as a clerk when he is fit. Meanwhile he speaks 

English perfectly well.

Your loving son.Thomas.

Although Sir Wm.Congreve's health considerably improved, the harsh winter  of  1813/14  saw him taking stronger doses  of medicine  as  prescribed  by  an  army  surgeon.  There was  the occasional  rally,  for  one  of  the  last  official  decisions he made was on the 9th March when he ordered the new smelting furnace to be re-sited in Dipping Square, Woolwich Arsenal. But before the change took place, Congreve lay desperately ill  at  his Charlton house-'Mascalls'.  It  is  even recorded that he attempted to take an overdose of the medicine prescr​ibed by a local apothecary,  but there is no real evidence to support it.  His life slowly ebbed away.

Lt.General Sir William Congreve Bt. died in the early hours of April 30th 1814 in his 71st year. Several letters of cond​olence  were  received  by  Lady Congreve  including  one  from Lord Mulgrave the Master-General.

His  funeral  held  on  May  6th at  St.Luke's  Church,Charlton Village,  was  conducted  by  the  Rector  of  Charlton,  Thomas Chamberlain; a large number of mourners were present including several leading military and naval officers.  He was entombed with military honours in the family vault below the former chancel,  joining in death his first wife Rebecca and their daughter, Rebecca Jane.

A tablet on the south wall of the church, informs the reader; ​Near this marble are deposited the mortal remains of Sir WILLIAM CONGREVE Baronet,late Lieut-General of His Majesty's Forces and Col.Commandant of the 8th Batt. of the Royal Regiment of Artillery,

Controller of the Royal Laboratory and Superintendent of the Royal Military Repository,of which most valuable Institution he was the Founder. His ardent devotion to his country's service in his military character and his  inflexible  integrity  in  the discharge of his civil offices are universally acknowledged.

In the former he served with distinguished reputation at the seiges of Louisburg, the Havannah and Martinique, in most of the campaigns during the American War, and commanded the Brigade of Artillery under H. R.H. the Duke of York,in Flanders.

In the latter he had the happiness of saving his country more  than  One million sterling,  yet died unenriched himself on the 30th April 1814.

So passed into history, a militarist who applied scientific and technical ability to improve not only the means to get the guns into position early, but by ensuring the manufacturing quality of gunpowder, that they fired shot or shell with con​sistent accuracy.  In addition to his many other inventions he made an important contribution to the advancement of the Royal Regiment of Artillery.

APPENDIX

Lt.General Sir Wm.Congreve. Accounts for Tax Purposes  (1813). Ref.D1057/N/4/2.  Stafford





£   per    Annum

Pay as Lieut.Ceneral

1003    0.0

Interest. 1000 Consols 

  30.
  0.0

Interest. 2nd. Consols

  20
  0.0

Savings on £1526


  68   13.6

Comptroller Royal Lab.

 412
  0.0

Supr. Military Mach.

 101
  5.0

Pension for Extra Serv.

 182
 10.0






1827    8.6

Tax Deduction

 
 182
 14.11

                             £1644.  13. 7.

APPENDIX

Lady Julia Elizabeth Congreve, remained at 'Mascalls' ,Charlton for three years following the death of Lt.Gen.Sir Wm. Congreve. She acquired a  small house  near Regents  Park, London,  where she died  6th December 1831. Aged 78 years, without issue from her  two marriages. Interred in the family vault at St. Luke's Church, Charlton Village.

... humbly trusting in the atonement of the Redeemer Whose example she    prayerfully strove to follow throughout a life of unobtrusive charity

APPENDIX

Paintings by Phillip Reinagle

The  two  portraits  commissioned  by  Capt.  William  Congreve (afterwards, Lt.Gen.Sir  Wm.Congreve  1st  Bart)  at  a  believed price of eleven guineas, were in 1814 inherited by his son Sir William Congreve 2nd Bart; in 1828 by his sister Charlotte MacLean;  in  1845  by  her  daughters Julia  and Charlotte;  in 1893  by  their  nephew Hugh William MacLean  (1874-1913).Sold by his widow at Phillips, Son & Neale Ltd sale 13th May 1914.

Lot 265. 'Captain William Congreve with his Son' was purchased by Clark (London)Ltd, sold to Mr.E.R.Turton of Upsale Castle, Thirsk, Yorkshire and presented by him  to the National Gallery of Ireland. Dublin.

Lot 267. 'The Portrait of Mrs Congreve with her Children' has

often been used as an illustration of late 18th century social history. In the 1914 sale, it was purchased by Mrs A.V.Brown (nee  MacLean)  and  sold  by  her  to  the  National  Gallery  of Ireland in 1951.

Sketch by Phillippe Jacques de Loutherbourg.

Loutherbourg made  what  appears  to  be  the  study  (during  the 1793 Flanders campaign) for the portrait of Lt.Gen. Sir William Congreve as a water colour for a Royal Academy exhibition.

P.J.de. Loutherbourg  1740-1812 was born at  Strasbourg,  son of a miniature painter. Became Court painter to Louis XV in Paris before  settling  in London  as  scenery  designer  at  the  Royal Theatre, Drury Lane.

The water colour was 'consigned' to Cribb for mezzotint (mg);

purchased by Lt.Gen. Sir H.W.Gordon and subsequently presented to the British Museum by William Smith Esq.  No.1851-9-1-708.
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