[bookmark: _GoBack]spent most days on military duties at Woolwich. There are also references among his private papers of having visited Paris, and the Hague ‑ where his eldest sister was residing with her new husband.
Family matters also received attention. In November 1770, he corresponded with Mr.Loxdale, a land agent in Wales regarding the Pentaheylin property, owned by his maternal grandmother.* 
' I have seen the abuses the tenant has made to the land and riverbank, which I repaired with large stones. A poor man who assisted me had his thumb cut off. Please give him a half guinea and charge to my account'..........	'Also, place all my father's apparel and chest boxes into the care of Mr.Thomas Roberts, until I can collect them....'
Meanwhile,  several  social  occasions  would  have  arisen  for the  young  and  presentable  officer  to  attend.  Brother Army officers as well as those of the Navy, would have introducedtheir marriageable sisters or daughters.  It was probably on one such occasion he had the good fortune to meet and fall in love with a  certain Miss Rebecca Elmstone,  daughter  of
a former Naval officer, Fleet Elmstone.
Very little else is known of the lady,  except to add that their marriage  took place  at St.Luke's Church, Old Street, Finsbury on the  9th December  1771.  Rebecca was  four years older than her new husband, and pregnant.
Colonel Congreve of Shrewsbury, without expressing a reason disapproved  strongly  of  the  marriage.  However an elder relative,  Archbishop  Congreve  was  perhaps  more  patronising. He did express  'some doubt'  on the union,  but nevertheless wished the couple  'joy and blessing'.  In a later letter he suggested that the young officer should 'quit the Army and the

* The Pentaheylin (and Llandregwell) estates,co.Montgomery were sold in 1790 for £7000. Congreve inherited f430.

unchristian practice of duelling.....If so, I would provide you with an annuity of fifty pounds...	'
Congreve rejected the proposal,  a child was on the way and
he had other responsibilities  that  could only be met with
an officer's pay. He had in fact, taken out a lease on a house
at Homerton, North‑East London.
Records show that for many weeks prior to settling at Homerton
and for several months after, Congreve was stationed in the
area,  but  for what  purpose it  is  difficult  to understand.
If  the  reason was  military exercises  or  gunnery practice,
there were  plenty of  open spaces or wooded areas south of
the Thames and near to Woolwich. Equally there were no known
Artillery camps or positions in the region; the nearest being
Tilbury Fort.
The  area near Homerton,  namely Hackney,  had  the River Lea
flowing through its marshlands and Epping Forest beyond might
also have been a  factor. Congreve, when a young cadet was
taught engineering practices, and proper drainage techniques
might  have  certain advantages,  ie,  if  the Royal Artillery
were  not  objecting  to  his  secondment  role.  Another motive
could  easily have been bridge building exercises.  Whatever
the reason,   the young couple prepared  for  the  arrival  of
their first child.
On May 20th.1772,  at  High Street,  Marylebone,  the home of
Rebecca's parents, their son William was born. The following
month he was christened at St.John's Church, Hackney.
The  same month a Royal Warrant  was  issued,  decreeing that
Acting Captain‑Lieutenants in the Royal Artillery should rank
as Brevet Captains ; all serving officers to have their comm‑
issions as from 26th May 1772, and the rank of Acting Captain‑
Lieutenant abolished.

One can only presume that Brevet‑Captain Congreve made fairly regular appearances at the Woolwich HQ. He was present at important parades as well as the many reviews demanded by senior officers, including the King. On one such occasion in October 1772, the Regiment was reviewed by His Majesty at Blackheath. 'The Corps displayed their different evolutions with great exactness, though greatly incommoded by the weather and obstructed by the prodigious concourse of people' wrote a leading newspaper.
That same month a Military Science Society was formed at Woolwich to discuss professional, scientific and military questions. The meetings took place at 6.00pm' every Saturday preceeding the full moon' Congreve became an enthusiastic supporter of the Society and within a few months was explaining to brother officers his battlefield experiences in handling artillery pieces and equipment. In order to 'add weight' to the many discussions, a modeller Mr.Goschlin, was instructed to prepare scaled down models for demonstration purposes. Congreve who provided many measurements for these models was later appointed the Society's curator.
Early in 1773, Congreve was ordered to return to Woolwich Warren. Consequently he gave notice to his Hommerton landlord and acquired on annual lease, a house in Church Hill, Woolwich.
On November 8th 1773, Rebecca gave birth to their second child, a daughter. She was baptised at St.Mary's Church, Woolwich on December 2nd, as Ann Catherine Penelope Congreve. Less than two years later, on January 21st 1775, the family were blessed with another daughter, Charlotte, who was baptised also at St. Mary's Church, the following month.
The  birth of  the  Congreve's  third  child was received with

delight by cousin Ralph, who added in his letter of congratulations.. I have seen copies of letters sent by Gen.Williamson

and Col.Patterson to the Board of Ordnance extolling your abilities, which I think cannot fail of having good effect and promote your credit into advantage with Officers of the Board....I also thank you for acquainting me with the good opinion senior artillery officers entertain of you and your abilities, which will be very pleasing and satisfactory to your relatives ..
Despite the mid‑1770's providing what might appear to be a pleasant atmosphere of family life in Woolwich, and the apparent good opinion senior officer had for Congreve, the inactivity of the military forces, indicated that prospects for promotion remained slight. At one stage, Congreve seriously considered purchasing a position in a Line Regiment, but he soon learnt that the cost was well outside his present financial resources. But during these months of despondency, the political atmosphere in America became hopelessly overcast and the outbreak of the storm in 1775 signalled the active history of the War of Independence.


 THE AMERICAN REBELLION


The inevitable reduction of the British army on the conclusion of the Seven Years War was hardly justified by the extension of our overseas territories or by the general situation. The magnitude of keeping order in the vast new lands of America was evidenced by an outbreak in 1763 which spread to the lands south of the Great Lakes of Canada. Fortunately it was suppressed a year later by a column of British troops, but with little or no assistance from the Colonists.
At the same time the expense of the Seven Year War saddled Great Britain with a heavy burden of debt, which suggested to her statesmen that the Colonies should be made to donate something towards the military costs of the Imperial connection. 
An attempt to levy contributions for the upkeep of forces in America were first made in 1765 by imposing a Stamp Duty on legal documents, but was repealed a year later on account of the violent opposition it aroused. In 1767,indirect taxation on tea and certain other products was introduced, but over a period of several years the profits were negligible.
Later attempts by certain British politicians to tighten control on the American rights of trade and self‑government only served to increase irritation and 'no taxation without representation' was soon to be the battlecry.
Consequently after a series of imprudent and occasional violent acts, a Colonial Congress assembled in the winter of 1774 and proceeded to raise and support an armed force against a British infantry division that had been assembled to 'put down' the rebels. It was clear from this act that war itself could hardly be averted.
The American War of  Independence  1775 - 83 was one of the

most significant events in the history of the western world.
In the last two hundred years, the United States of America has become the most powerful nation on earth, wielding enormous influence. By contrast in 1774/5 almost all of the vast American continent remained hardly explored, with the British colonies running in a thin strip along the Eastern coast. To the north was Canada newly conquered from the French; a victory which not only added much land to the British crown, but also removed the only serious military threat to America. Nevertheless according to most colonists, there remained a need for a British military and naval presence.
Consequently the attempt by British politicians to tax the Colonies for their security became more and more unpopular. A situation that also deteriorated as a result of the arrogant and incompetent handling by the British Government.
From a military point of view it would have been better for Britain to have taken up arms against the 'rebels' in 1766 rather than 1775. The true cause was the Stamp Duty not the Boston tea‑party. That spark arose from the Tea Act passed to ease the East India Company out of financial difficulties and surplus stocks, and taxing America for its importation. But at Boston, radical leaders disguised as Indians boarded the ships and threw the tea into the harbour. The British Government considered it a flagrant criminal act, whilst the American boycott of other British goods intensified.
In 1766 the thirteen American states were unprepared for war, and there were deep differences between them. By 1775 they had learnt to sink their differences in face of the common enemy. Also, in 1766 it would hardly have been possible for America to have concluded an alliance with France. By 1775 this was the obvious policy for both countries, flattering

alike to the ambition of France and the pride of America. What delayed the outbreak of war and thus placed the British at a serious military disadvantage was their reluctance to use force, and their refusal to admit that it could be a solution to their dispute with the Colonies. 
As a result, the first shots in the conflict were not fired until April
1775 when one of the detachments sent out by the British military commander at Boston to seize stores destined for the 'rebels', was forced to retire by the resistance of the Massachusett's militia at Lexington and Concord. Spurred by this success, other colonists rose and the Boston garrison was closely invested by an overwhelming number of 'rebels'. Further north other colonists attacked and overran the string of British outposts into Canada hoping that French‑Canadians would join them. Both parties were thus committed to war. The American colonists induced 20,000 men for short term enlistment, and chose as their supreme commander a Virginian squire and former Colonial Army officer, named George Washington. On the day Washington was appointed (June 15th) the Revolutionary Congress secretly adopted the Massachusetts troops as the nucleus of their army. They also supported the scheme for a 'strong redoubt' at Bunker Hill and Breeds Hill which overlooked Charlestown and the approaches to Boston. Two days later British troops under the command of General William Howe (who had served under Wolfe at Quebec) incensed at the rebels arrogance, ordered an assault on the newly acquired positions. Unfortunately the troops advanced without any effective artillery fire ‑ apparently a large number of cannonballs of the wrong calibre had been supplied. Nevertheless the 'Redcoats' despite their loss of artillery cover, in their woollen uniforms and heavily laden with muskets,

ammunition and packs, in a temperature exceeding 90 , marched slowly uphill in line abreast and perfect formation, towards the 'rebels' well positioned redoubts.
Twice repulsed with heavy losses, the troops did finally manage to take the position, and were thus able to announce that 'the day had ended in glory'. But it was a glory deadly bought. Having driven the rebels from the hills, the British occupied the fire devastated town of Charlestown and the peninsular, but failed to pursue a large part of the defeated army to the mainland.
Shocked by their heavy casualties, the British also suffered with a Commander incapable of making a major decision. Consequently as days slipped into weeks, the chances of launching a successful attack on the rebel Americans, diminished into a winter of total inactivity.
By mid‑winter the garrison's food and fuel supplies from the mainland had been largely cut‑off by the rebels. Consequently the British army could do little more than hang on‑to Boston and its harbour, until ships could be provided to either assist or evacuate them and their supporting Loyalists.
Obviously something had to be done by the British Government fairly quickly or the cancer of rebellion would spread. In the Southern colonies where many other 'rebels' were already agitating, the Government was informed that 'thousands of Loyalists eagerly awaited the arrival of the King's troops to avow their allegiance and full support'.
Such then was the background for the Government's decision in October 1775 to mount a military operation in the Carolina's The contingent designated 'The Southern Expedition' comprised five Battalions of the Llne, two Companies of Artillery, and a generous supply of brass cannon, powder and shot for the

use of the Loyalists. Major‑General Lord Cornwallis, who as a young officer had distinguished himself during the Seven Years War, was given command.
According to Government orders the Expedition assembling at Cork, Ireland, was to 'link up with a second smaller force also going south' commanded by Major‑General Henry Clinton, former Governor of New York, now deputy to General Howe in Boston.
The objective of the two forces was to take possession of the Carolina's and arm the Loyalists. Thereby providing a powerful diversion for the proposed attack on the main rebel armies gathering in New York and near Boston.
That same month, Captain William Congreve as second in command to Lt.Col.John Innes' Company of Artillery received his orders.
 ..'to muster two Companies of the 3rd.Battalion of Artillery at Woolwich. Arm and collect quantities of brass cannon, shot and necessary equipment. Arrange charter of vessels and embark for Cork. Report to the O.C. and return at your earliest...'
The date set for the departure of Cornwallis' Southern Expedition was mid‑December, but due to a lack of sea transports, a six week delay became inevitable. When the convoy did eventually sail they faced severe Atlantic storms, arriving in some disorder off Wilmington on Cape Fear river, North Carolina, between early and mid‑May. By that time the American rebels had trounced the too few Loyalists and scattered them to the back‑country. Meanwhile, Clinton's small force had managed to slip away from Boston in late January for South Carolina.
Following their storm tossed arrival in those waters, Clinton soon realised that talk of great numbers of Loyalists flocking to the British flag was absurdly optimistic. In accordance with the original scheme, limited action was made against the rebels at Charleston, Sth.Carolina, but were soon forced by

the spirited resistance to abandon further activity.
Back at Boston, Lt.General John Burgoyne, part playright and an eloquent speaker in the House of Commons, kept the Government informed on the general state of affairs. In January 1776, he was ordered home and during the passage wrote his precept, 'Reflections upon the war in America'.
Lord Germaine, the new Secretary of State for the Colonies, fully approved of the proposed attack on New York, as its possession would be of the highest strategic importance. He also supported Burgoyne's 'Reflections' that suggested strong diversionary attacks should be made from Quebec, through Lake Champlain and into the Hudson river.
Meanwhile, Captain Congreve having completed the task of arming two Companies of Artillery for Cornwallis' Expedition, had returned to Woolwich by early February 1776. On arrival he learnt that a distant relative had recently died, bequeathing him an annuity of twenty pounds.
After a few days spent with his family, he received orders to again prepare two Companies of Artillery for another theatre of war. An army under 'Gentleman Johnny' Burgoyne, was set to sail for Canada in April. Congreve proud of his obvious success in arming and organising the Artillery companies for battle, wrote to Lord Townsend the Master‑General, seeking promotion. In his letter he requested consideration as Company Commander, 'in order' he added, 'to put ten shillings a day into my pocket to protect my family whilst serving His Majesty'. In his reply, Lord Townsend mentioned that he had spoken to His Majesty about the request, adding, 'His Majesty received it as you would expect, and as I am sure you can rely on...'
Sadiy for Congreve, there was no mention of promotion.
At this point it is perhaps of interest that at the outbreak

of the Revolutionary War, the Royal Regiment of Artillery, was divided into four Battalions, of which the 4th.Battn. was
the principal unit serving the Colonies. It was therefore logical to put the Officer Commanding the 4th.Battn. in charge of all Artillery units serving on the American continent.
The 4th.Battn. in fact bore the brunt of the fighting, although it was reinforced by Companies from the 3rd.Battn. ‑ the men being absorbed within its ranks. The 4th. had also taken its Headquarter Staff to America. Had it remained in England it might have functioned more efficiently ; for it was usually well out of touch with other theatres of war, due to blockades, and the sheer physical difficulties of communication.
During 1775/6, the versatile Captain Congreve had not been idle. From his past experience of the difficult and rough terrain of Canada, he had totally redesigned Col.Pattinson's original invention , for a lightweight easily transportable 3pdr. cannon. After several vigorous tests, twenty were hastily made at the Brass Foundry, Woolwich by the Dutch master‑gun founders, Jan and Pieter Verbruggen.*
Captain Congreve's ingenuity is also shown in a report by Colonel Pattison (Lt.Gen. Royal Military Academy) dated 23rd. January 1775 :
Having gone through this last Summer's course of practice with Guns and Mortars..it occurred to me from the frequent necessity which happen in the Artillery Service of parbuckling a Cannon, Carriage etc. up steep ascents and even precipices, that might be very useful to instruct the young Officers and Men in the manner of performing that operation. When Capt.Congreve came on his week's duty,he soon reduced


* A captured cannon is displayed at Ft.Ticonderago Museum.N.Y.St.

the business to a much greater simplicity than we had any idea of; and he shewed how Guns and Carriages may be raised up inclined planes, by means only of their respective Limbers, in an expeditious manner, and without exposing the Men employed to the least danger of being hurt.
His contrivances ~the result of a thorough knowledge of the Mechanical powers) were so ingenious and so evidently useful, that I have no doubt of his being capable of making still greater improvements towards facilitating this oftentimes important Service..'
Once four of these new transportable 3pdr. cannons were ready
(March 1776), Congreve was ordered to equip himself for war, and escort the two Artillery Companies from Woolwich, with all their paraphenalia, to Halifax, Nova Scotia.
By this date a number of changes had occurred with the British forces in America. For with the coming of spring and renewal of active operations, the American Commander, Gen.Washington, had seized by surprise the Heights overlooking Boston Harbour.
On March 17th, General Howe, yielding to Washington's pressure decided to evacuate, and for want of sufficient transport, was compelled to abandon large quantities of supplies and many guns. He sailed for Halifax with his ineffectual army and over 1000 Loyalists*, leaving Boston to the rebels.
Despite bribery and encouragement for men to enlist in the British infantry, the numbers gained were woefully short. There was however plenty of 'cannon fodder' in Germany, and they had been hiring themselves out as mercenaries, generation after generation. George 111 was also the Elector of Hanover, and there were many good reasons for recruits to come to his


* Over half million Americans (1:5) remained Loyalists.

aid. Eventually over 18,000 joined under the British flag.
Captain Congreve had meanwhile, made all the necessary arrangements with his banker for the upkeep of the Woolwich house and other monies Rebecca might need. He also called upon his mother and sister in Highgate to whom he gave every assurance of his safe return.
He bade a tearful farewell to Rebecca and the children when they came to watch the 'Gunners' mustering for departure. It was nevertheless a proud moment for Congreve,who as the senior Captain,led the officers and men of the Artillery Train to the convoy of transports awaiting at Woolwich Wharf. Each Company of Artillery comprised seven officers, six non-commissioned officers and ninety‑two other rank and file.
Included in their armament were several pieces of 3,6,12 and 24 Pdr. cannons, howitzers and mortars and a considerable quantity of ammunition, supply waggons and associated equipment The convoy of several vessels called in at Spithead to meet the first division of Brunswick troops and at Plymouth for fresh provisions, before setting sail in an uneventful journey across the Atlantic. Among the senior officers accompanying the convoy was Lt.Gen.Burgoyne, Baron von Riedesel and MajorGeneral Phillips ‑ an Artillery officer of high repute.
On arrival at Halifax, Nova Scotia, Congreve reported to Col.
Cleaveland, Commander of the Artillery under Gen.Howe, who expressed delight with the new Congreve designed 3pdrs.which he found were infinitely more convenient than those he already had. Despite the small number manufactured* Colonel Cleaveland repeatedly wrote in his official despatches and letters praising the new design and commending Congreve to the MasterGeneral.

*Eventually 73 Congreve special 3pdrs.were manufactured.

Meanwhile, Lt‑Gen Burgoyne anxious to free Canada, sailed into the Gulf of St.Lawrence with his force of infantrymen and grenadiers and by late‑May had anchored twelve leagues from Quebec. Within a month and following a few sharp land actions he had forced the Americans from Canada with considerable less trouble than had been expected. There he stayed, awaiting the main army to commence their attack.
Congreve who remained with the Artillery under Gen.Howe, and somewhat peeved at not being given a Company command, made representation as Staff Officer to the Commander‑inChief. Despite the position being insecure and badly paid, Congreve's services was on this occasion rebuffed. However there was eventual consolation, when in December 1777, Congreve was appointed an Aide to General Howe without loss in pay.
On June 11th 1776,General Howe with 9,000 infantrymen and supporting artillery units sailed from Halifax for New York.
It was a known area of widespread Loyalist sympathies as well as being of considerable importance. Along a 1500 mile coastline there was at that time, only one harbour that could provide the Royal Navy with the facilities it needed, and that ‑ Halifax, was the most northern point of the combat area. Once entrenched in New York, the British would hold the southern gateway to the Hudson Valley‑Lake Champlain route into Canada, as well as operating a naval base of easy defence.
It was also intended by the British Government that this campaign would be decisive, and Admiral Lord Howe who commanded the Fleet, and his brother the Army, had full powers to offer the Americans a cessation of the hostilities should they submit.
Eighteen days later the large British force arrived off Sandy

Hook the peninsular guarding the entrance to New York harbour. Meeting little resistance they landed on Staten Island where they rapidly set‑up camp, then spent seven weeks of inactivity During this period Lord Howe offered terms for peace, but instead on July 4th 1776, came the rebels reply with the celebrated Declaration of American Independence.
On August 1st, the two 'Southern Forces' sailed in, having made their respective abortive attacks in the Carolina's. Eleven days later another fleet, after three weeks at sea, arrived from England with a Brigade of Guards and Hessian mercenaries. General Howe now commanded an army of over 25,000 troops ‑ a quarter of them German.
On the morning of 22nd August, after a night of lightning, thunder and heavy rain, Major‑General's Clinton and Cornwallis led the assault craft of flatboats,bateaux and row galleys across the Narrows onto Long Island for the rather lengthy but eventual capture of New York.
It was early in the action that Captain Congreve received superficial wounds. 'On the morning of the 23rd', he later wrote, ' I went with Captain Gardner and some Hessian riflemen to chase some rebels in a wood. They returned our fire, and grape shot grazed the inside of my left thigh and the knuckles of my right hand'..
Withdrawing from any further part in the continuing battle, Congreve nevertheless, 'attended to Gen. Howe's artillery needs until on September 8th, I could not sit upon a horse.' 'This came,' he wrote to his cousin, 'after I went to a Battery we had on York Island. I was knocked down by the wind of a 12 pounder, which opened the sore and confined me to bed for eight days'...'I lost a vast amount of blood'. .but I can now hop about with a stick'...Staten Island Camp 20.Sep.1776.

In the early hours of the following out in New York Town. No warnings were given and no fire engines could be found. Within hours the flames spread. Nearly five hundred buildings were destroyed ‑ a large part of New York reduced to ashes. 'Supposed to be the work of incendiaries'  wrote Congreve to his kinsman, 'even setting fire to houses when they saw our sailors and soldiers pursuing them, and were killed in the very act'..
The fire was certainly as much a misfortune for the enraged citizens as it was for Howe, who had intended using the houses as winter quarters for his men.
For over a month whilst nursing his wounds, Congreve had been seconded to General Howe's Headquarters to advise on artillery power, but by late October had returned to England.
He had been granted furlough on grounds of his worsening condition, managing to obtain passage by promising twenty guineas to the captain of a fast packet‑boat which had the task of taking Howe's despatches of the recent battle to the Government.
From Falmouth, Congreve travelled by post‑chaise to a hostelry at Egham, where he was confined for a few days, his leg having become swollen and inflamed by so much travelling. He did however, manage to get a message through to Rebecca and Lord Townsend expressing regret that he could not travel further.
Lord Townsend learning of Congreve's injuries, instructed his personal surgeon to accompany Rebecca and the children to Egham. Meanwhile the 'Morning Post' reported that the Government were bent on criticising General Howe's long delay in capturing New York and the surrounding area. Although the Americans had lost over 1,000 men in the battles of Long Island and New York, General Washington was able under cover

of mist and darkness to evacuate over 10,000 men and their supplies.
The Royal  Artillerv's share in the campaign was relatively small, due to the nature of the terrain and the enemy’s hurried retreat. Nevertheless, one notable success was Congreve's lightweight dismountable cannons, which received high praise from Colonel Chambers, O.C.4th Battn. R.A.
Although New York had to all intents been captured by mid September, it was the larger battles of White Plains and the subsequent capture of Forts Lee and Washington, that finally ensured British success.
Despite the victory, the Americans ‑ a bedraggled collection of under strength regiments with their assorted pieces of artillery, managed to withdraw and by a ruse in early December had reformed across the Delaware river. From this base they were able to inflict and capture many British and Hessian troops garrisoned at Trenton and Princeton.
These active movements had the effect of General Howe deciding to withdraw his army from further campaigns and spend the rest of winter near New York and New Jersey. Accordingly the Tories warmly entertained the heroes who defended them from their misguided countrymen, whilst young Loyalist ladies swooned against the scarlet regimentals of their protectors.
Perhaps at this stage it would be well to remind ourselves as to how eighteenth century field battles were usually fought They were generally dominated by lines of infantrymen deployed two or three deep advancing to very close range, in order to destroy the cohesion and morale of the opposition with deadly volleys of precision musketry. Although the muskets
were slow to load, massed volley fire could have devastating results. Also every British musket was tipped by a long triangular bayonet.
When faced by a line of screaming 'Redcoats' charging forward with bayonets levelled, it was particularly demoralising for the enemy. However because of the often hilly and wooded terrain encountered in America and Canada, the 'rebels' often sniped the British troops from behind trees and fences, employing skirmishes, raids and quiet withdrawals to avoid a general action. Such tactics often aroused indignation from British officers and the comment. 'What an infamous method of carrying on a war'
Artillery did not greatly affect field engagements; being used mostly for defensive or seige positions. However, if and when the opportunity presented of firing a can of musket balls (cannister shot) or large iron balls stacked together (grape shot) they could inflict appalling injuries on the enemy.
Wintering in New York, General Howe was goaded by the Government into taking a more positive action in the coming spring. He replied that in order to carry out a more progressive policy, he would require massive reinforcements, sufficient to field two armies. One under Clinton to operate from Rhode Island, the other under his command, to move up the Hudson river to make junction with Burgoyne and Carleton (former Governor of Quebec) advancing south.
Meanwhile from the Egham hostelry Captain Congreve had written to his cousin, the Revd. Richard Congreve, heartily congratulating him on news of his recent marriage, adding that. 'Gen. Howe has been so kind to mention me to His Majesty. I flatter myself that it will enable me to pay for the Bath waters, which I am told is the only chance I have of recovering the full use of my leg...'
By the end of November, Congreve felt sufficiently recovered

to return home to Woolwich where a letter from his mother awaited him.
'Dearest Child'...'God make me thankful that you are once more returned. It gave me such comfort that you are able to receive the best advice. Almighty Mercies Great, to restore you alive to your dear family and me, your poor afflicted mother. What have I not suffered on your account. Thought your post would expose you to much danger, but did not imagine you was to act as Artillery Officer. I fear it was an offer of your own, but for this honour, dear boy, thankful you have not lost a limb. I participate with your poor wife in her present joy...but had you layn‑by would have been some advantage...wounds could have got better sooner. ..My deepest love and blessing'..Mama'.

Granted six months furlough and placed on half‑pay, Congreve set about recovering from his wounds and regaining his health, using the restorative effects of the Bath waters.He maintained regular correspondence with his kinsman and his mother, and when sufficiently well, often visited Lord Townsend, the Master‑General at his home in Portland Square.
To his cousin Congreve of Shrewsbury he wrote,...
' Woolwich, February 1777..'I have experienced the greatest friendship with Lord Townsend and particularly the honour of presenting me to His Majesty and the honour to kiss his hand.  The King thanked me for my light guns I constructed and carried to America. Everyone in the Drawing Room knew my name and the adventures with the little gun'.....	I am ashamed to be so troublesome,  but after great expense have had lately,  take the liberty to request twenty‑five guineas to pay the Captain

of the Packet for bringing me home and the expense of my journey to Bath '
'Woolwich, May 1777'............	'Have been dangerously ill withpains in my chest.  Got a cold at my father's funeral. I was unwell  before but  granted his  wish  to be buried with his ancestors at Highgate'........	'Attended with my wife and sister Schneider'...'General  Howe  wrote  about  my health  and  when my son is of age would provide a commission for him'...my wound is progressing but am unable to ride a horse'...'the children have recovered from smallpox'....
'Woolwich, June 1777'....Lord Townsend has been able to obtaina small pension for me , for my invention relating to light guns'.....	'I was also able to expose the abuses within the Ordnance  and  the  abominable  practice  of  using  unseasoned timber'…
 ‘Shrewsbury. July 1777'
 'Dear Cousin William'...........	You did correct in bringing the  abuses  and injustices to  light.  I was grieved to know that Lord Amherst led the Board against you, and  who  should  have  detected  and prevented  them.
Sir Charles Frederick has long been looked upon by the public in the most infamous light'......'the Archdeacons death was not unexpected news'
In September 1777, Captain William Congreve reported to the Commandant of  the  Royal  Regiment  of  Artillery,  Woolwich, that he was now fit to resume duty.
   RECOGNITION


Whilst Captain Congreve was at home recovering from his wounds, the British armies under General Howe near New York and MajorGeneral Burgoyne at Quebec (both having recently returned from
spending  the  non‑campaigning  winter  in  England)  made  only

the occasional sortie on the American rebels.
In ~une 1777 however,Burgoyne having drawn together British and Hessian sections of his army group,totalling some 8,000 troops, set out from Canada for the second time. His objective was to invade the American states and split the Colonial armies. The most brilliant results were expected, but unfortunately the most disastrous consequences ensued.
Without recounting the campaign, suffice to say that the Americans initially retreated before this force, until they reached the upper reaches of the Hudson river,where reinforced they formed an intrenched camp at Saratoga.
A short but severe battle had been fought at Freeman's Farm on the 19th September. The British claimed victory principally through the devastating fire from the six companies of artillery under Major‑General Phillips. At the battle of Saratoga (7th October) the British artillery again covered themselves with glory, but on this occasion many of the senior officers were either killed or wounded.Soon lacking fire power,Burgoyne (now Lt‑General) made preparations to retreat behind hastily erected redoubts, but within a few days found his army totally surrounded.
Burgoyne finally 'capitulated' on the 17th October by ordering his surviving troops(about 4,000) to pile their arms and with colours flying to march out of the encirclement to the tune of the ' Grenadiers ' . The Americans responded by playing

'Yankee Doodle' ‑ a British Army tune of the Seven Year War. This unexpected rebel victory at Saratoga was undoubtedly the turning point in the American War. According to Burgoyne, who was later paroled by Gen.Washington to return to England and explain the surrender, he never obtained the expected help from General Howe's army on which his success depended.Tactics that he believed had been agreed. As a gentleman‑prisoner‑of‑war, Burgoyne was ordered by the Army Board to return to America and join his fellow officers in confinement,but he refused to go. Meanwhile, what were General Howe's Army Group doing in New York, whilst Burgoyne's army were battling their way to the upper reaches of the Hudson river ?. According to Brig.General Cleaveland, the Artillery Battalion Commander, 'Waiting for more Gunners from England'...'The demand for artillerymen is so great that the smallest body of infantry will not move without them'..... At the time Burgoyne began his offensive in Canada,Cleaveland was being pressed by General Howe to increase the number of guns,waggons and horses etc, for a surprise campaign to capture Philadelphia, the Congress Capital. It had been expected that Gen.Howe's army would make their way across the Hudson river through New Jersey and Albany This route would take him not very far away from Burgoyne's army who may,or may not,require Howe's support,and then towards Philadelphia by way of the Delaware. Instead in mid‑July, General Wm.Howe embarked two‑thirds of his grand army and sailed southwards by a more exhausting and roundabout route. Six weeks later over 18,000 troops, many suffering with sickness and with most of the transport horses dead,landed at the Head of Elk in Chesapeake Bay, to march

inland towards the capital.
A short,sharp successful battle took place at Brandywine Creek on September 11th, before the advancing infantry victoriously entered Philadelphia ‑ where the Declaration of Independence had been proclaimed on July 4th 1776.
Apart from the Brandywine Creek episode, there had been other encounters with the American forces. These were at Germantown and some small forts along the Delaware river, before the main British army finally settled down in Philadelphia for the winter. Again the same hesitation or dilatory disposition which prevented Gen.Howe following up his successes at Long Island,induced him to spend many months of idleness now.
Before the arrival of the British, its population had in fact been greatly reduced. Many Quaker families had been forcibly removed some months previous, and Congress delegates and their families had since departed. The initial result was ample room for the newcomers with plentiful amounts of food and provisions. Thus it would appear the officers and their friends were to have a comfortable and enjoyable winter, and for many Philadelphian ladies the chance to join in with the garrison's gaiety.
Early in 1777, command of the 4th Battalion, Royal Artillery had devolved on Brigadier Pattison, Comdt.R.M.A.,Woolwich.
In October 1777, Brig.Pattison with other Artillery officers (including Captain Congreve,now fully recovered) and a considerable quantity of ammunition, cannon and stores, set sail from England,arriving in Philadelphia on 22nd.November.
Their arrival in the late fall, still witnessed country people bringing in an abundant supply of fresh food. But as the long winter drew on, rival foraging parties faced difficulties in obtaining fuel and provisions. Women who had accompanied

the army began breaking up the barracks for firewood, and everyone looked for warmer quarters. In spite of warnings from the Provost Marshall,responsible for the good conduct of the army, the soldiers continued to take over the houses and stables from the disillusioned Loyalist inhabitants.
Within a few weeks the townspeople and military forces, began to suffer with a severe shortage of food, and an increasing number of hospital sick. It had however its brighter moments, with a popular ballard sung by many a trooper:
             Sir William,he,as snug as a flea
             Lay all this time,a‑snoring
Nor dreamed of harm,as he lay warm, In bed with Mrs loring

During the occupation of Philadelphia, large scouting parties were often sent out to ascertain the positions of the American forces, and to capture prisoners.They were usually accompanied by an artillery detachment, and on one such encounter with the enemy,Captain Jones of the 4th Battn. was killed.
On December 18th 1777, Congreve was promoted to a Full Captain and given command of the late Captain Jones' Company. He was also given additional duty as Aide to General Howe's Headquarters on all matters relating to military action and supporting artillery. He was climbing the ladder of recognition at last.
From the commencement of the rebellion, the American cause had received the sympathy of France. Jealous of British power and hating the British nation she had watched the progress of events with evident satisfaction. Burgoyne's defeat at Saratoga, establishing as it did the supremacy of rebel arms was the signal for war on the part of France. On the 6th Febr. 1778, a Treaty of Alliance between America and France was

 * Substantive

signed in Paris. Vast French fleets were immediately fitted out ‑ one of them proceeding at once to the assistance of the Americans.
Fortunately for the British army and the inhabitants of Philadelphia, the arrival of spring had relieved their desperate situation with an abundance of fresh food and other material needs.
In April 1778, it was learnt that Gen.Howe was to relinquish his post as Chief Commandant of the Army, to be replaced by General Clinton. Despite all the criticism aimed at Gen.Howe, for all his errors if he acted, and for his indolence if he did not, he always retained immense popularity among his off
icers and men. They were loathed to see him go, and as the time for his departure drew near, felt a desire to show their appreciation. The result was the 'Meshianza' ‑ a week long extravaganza (organised by Major Andre*) which included a grand water pageant, followed by a mock land battle and fete.
The final event included fireworks, dancing on the lawn and a grand supper where numerous toasts were pledged.
In mid‑May, General Howe departed for England and home.
As the French fleet was daily expected with possible blockade of the Delaware river, it was thought advisable by the incoming commander,Gen.Clinton to withdraw the army from Philadelphia and head overland to New York. Accordingly on the 18th June the city was evacuated. Every difficulty was thrown in their path by Washington's army, including one severe engagement at Monmouth, before they successfully arrived at New York and Long Island.
Why Howe took Philadelphia initially is difficult to understand. It was militarily worthless and when the army abandoned


* Later infiltrated Washington's H.Q. and was shot as a spy.

it nine months later they left the Loyalists to the ravages of both the vengeful rebels, and an epidemic of venereal disease, graciously donated by the departing troops.
Prior to the arrival of the incoming General, Captain Congreve received orders to report to the Lt‑General of Ordnance at Woolwich. Consequently he was one of the officers who accompanied General Howe on his return to England.
Arriving at Woolwich, Congreve learnt he had been appointed Aide to Lord Townsend,the Master‑General.It was an appointment however that did not seem to please him, for on hearing the news and despite the fact he would be with his family and safe from war, he requested a return to America.
Lord Townsend M.G. (1772‑1783) had served in several campaigns and was a Brigadier under Wolfe at Quebec. It is probable that he first met Congreve during the French‑Canadian Wars and became aware of his capabilities. Townsend certainly admired the young officer's artillery skill and was to a large extent benevolent towards him.
Although Congreve was subsequently released from the position as Aide to Lord Townsend, it was also apparent that the MasterGeneral had a more positive reason for his recall. Within a few days, Congreve was informed that his request to return to America had been considered and rejected. Instead~replaced with a Royal Command dated 12 June 1778.
'Captain Congreve's success in military manoeuver has been noted by His Majesty, who much pleased with his desire to rejoin his Company in America, directs that he shall remain in En~land to complete a Repository for Military Machines and to instruct the Officers and and Men of the Royal Regiment of Artillery in the
many valuable improvements he has discovered.'

Congreve received the information with some satisfaction, especially when he was informed that the position carried extra pay of five shillings a day, although the possibility for promotion seemed less clear. He later learnt that the appointment by Royal Warrant was dated the 15th May, four days after His Majesty rode over from Blackheath expressly 'to see Congreve's exhibition', and was promulgated by the Master‑General with retrospective effect on 17th June 1778.
A few weeks later Congreve was informed that his uncle Colonel William Congreve had died and bequeathed him a sum of f500 and an annuity of seventy pounds. Although it may not have been the spur, nonetheless within weeks, William and Rebecca were househunting. He was becoming an important military officer, which demanded

                                . standard of living and the recent good fortune would provide it.
They found their new home just outside The Village at Charlton on the road to Blackheath. Formerly known as the 'Clockhouse' but in reality East Combe House*
Sir William Saunderson (a former Naval Commander) instructed East Combe House to be built in 1710. On his death in 1727, it was successively occupied by his son, and on his death by the widow, until May 1778. It is described as having two storeys with an added wing to the east, very commodious with a court and bell‑clock tower in front.
For four years from 1779, Captain Congreve's name appears on the list of Charlton Parish inhabitants, who paid the Statute Labour Rate of f35 per annum; in lieu of duties on the highway.
Statute Labour was a pre‑turnpike duty that devolved on all parishioners for maintaining the roads within a Parish. All


* Our Lady of Grace R.C.Church now occupies the site.

persons whatever their status were compelled by law to perform this duty, which might range from personal labour on the road to the supply of horses,carts or material. The Statute Labour Board could however apportion the costs for those persons failing to provide that duty and allow them to 'pay in lieu'.
In a letter written to his cousin Richard Congreve in the autumn of 1778, Captain Congreve mentions the delight of his new family home at Charlton;the settlement of the Aldermaston estate; other land arrangements; the progress of the war; his new position as Superintendent, concluding with news of Rebecca,the girls and that, 'my Boy has fine natural parts,which,to the utmost of my abilities, I shall cultivate.. The Boy already reads and has a very extraordinary turn for Mechanics...he knows the one of all my Models and is never so happy as when I gave him some paper and a pencil, to draw gun‑carriages...'
Congreve's appointment as Superintendent of the Repository was confirmed in a warrant dated 9 December 1778. General Williamson,the Commandant at Woolwich, was informed by the Board of Ordnance ..' that the Regiment of Artillery shall learn Captain Congreve's exercises for Battalion guns, and to build a Repository for Military Machines at Woolwich. The staff would comprise, the Superintendent, a modeller, a clerk, and two labourers..'
When published in Woolwich Garrison Orders dated 24 December 1778, the following was appended, .. 'The Master‑General having received His Majesty's Commands to order a Repository of Military Machines to be built at Woolwich for the purposes mentioned in the enclosed plan, the Right Hon. Master‑General and Board of Ordnance therefore recommend it in the strongest

                           Artillery to do everything in their power to promote so useful a plan; and hope they will deposit such of their manuscripts, drawings, models as they can spare for which the Superintendent of Military Machines has orders to give a receipt, and to have the donor's name inserted in a book, to secure the credit so justly due to every Officer who appropiates his labours to the Service of his Country..'
Although Congreve's appointment appears to have provoked some measure of resentment from fellow officers, he was fortunate to have not only the ability to demonstrate the science of war, but also the firm patronage of Lord Townsend.
It  was  also  unusual  that  although  stationed at Woolwich,
Capt.Congreve continued as the Commander of an Artillery Company on active ~

                    .. America. In fact, a detachment from the Company was in action at Stoney Point, New York on July 16th. 1779, when all were captured. The position was however rectified in October 1779, when Congreve was able to exchange Company's with a Captain Wood's. He remained Commander of the Woolwich Company until he was promoted to Major six years later.

  THE REPOSITORY


The Congreve's resided at East Combe House, Charlton until 1783. During those four years the size of the family increased with the births of two more children. On August 20th.1779 their fourth child was born and baptised a month later at St.Luke's Parish Church, Charlton, as Rebecca Jane. Unfortunately she was a sickly child and her death at the age of seven months was not unexpected.
On February 3rd. 1781, William and Rebecca announced the birth of their second son, much to the delight of their two daughters, Ann and Charlotte. The latest arrival was baptised on March 11th. at St.Luke's Parish Church, as Thomas Ralph.
St.Luke's Parish Church, stands at the western approach to The Village, Charlton, pleasantly sited on high ground about two miles from Woolwich. In the eighteenth century, The Village could be reached from Woolwich only by following the Lower Road to Greenwich, then ascending Church Lane, or, to follow Cholic Lane towards Eltham and then by bridlepath across the Woolwich and Charlton Commons to the park walls of Charlton House, and thence to The Village.
The Jacobean mansion of Charlton House stood opposite St.Luke's Church, and believed built for Prince Henry, the ill‑fated eldest son of James 1st. In the early eighteenth century the House and estate became the property of the Maryon family, and through subsequent marriage to the Maryon‑Wilsons.
The Congreve's soon settled to their new surroundings, and in due course received the occasional invitation to Charlton House. Fortunately, Lt.Col.Sir Thomas S.Wilson 6th.Bart. who had married into the wealthy Maryon family, and Capt.Congreve shared a common interest. Both had served in the French and
